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With The American Legion USAA REWARDS" VISA SIGNATURE’ credit card, you have the freedom 
to provide your loved ones with the things they deserve while benefiting from great rewards, 
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No kidding. Only Stauer can give you eyes...GREAT!”— 
200 carats of genuine amethyst for NOTHING. oneal 


ou may think you understood the concept of “priceless” jewelry. For years, “price- 
less” meant “astronomically expensive.” Owning “priceless” treasures was a rare 
privilege reserved for celebrities, billionaires, and royalty. The best most of us could 
do was dream. Until now... 


Stauer smashes the luxury status quo with the release of our FREE* 
200-Carat Lusso Amethyst Necklace. That’s right, we said FREE... as 

in “priceless.” No charge.* ZERO dollars.* Call now and we’ll send 
you this impressive helping of genuine amethyst (independently 
appraised at $295) for FREE. We cut the price 100% and you 
pay only $24.95, our regular charge for shipping, process- 
ing and insurance...we’ll even pay you k witl 
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Discount Certificate—that’s Better Than Free shipping! 
There are no tricks or gimmicks. You aren’t obligated to spend 
another dime or dollar with us... although we make it VERY 


hard to resist. 





Why give away jewelry? We want your attention. 
Once you get a closer look at our rare gemstone treasures 
and vintage-inspired watches, and once you discover the 
guilt-free fun of getting luxury for less, we’re betting that 
you'll fall in love with Stauer. If not? Keep your FREE 

Lusso Amethyst Necklace anyway. No hard feelings. 


A collection of purple perfection. Your Lusso 
Amethyst Necklace is a 200-carat symphony of smooth 
purple genuine gemstones. Each gemstone’s shape and 
translucence ignites the velvety, violet hues. The polished 
amethysts are hand-strung on double-knotted jeweler’s 
thread, and the stunning 18" necklace (with 2" extender) 
secures with a gold-finished lobster clasp. Once you wear it, 
you'll see that it hangs with the same weight and elegance 
as similar strands that sell for hundreds more. 


Too good to pass up. Too good to last long. Amethyst 
is one of the world’s most coveted gemstones and our supply 
is extremely limited. We can only offer such an outrageous deal 

for a short time every few years. Over 30,000 thrilled customers were lucky 
enough to get this promotion last time. We only have about 2500 left 
in stock. Call to reserve your FREE Lusso Amethyst Necklace today and treat 
yourself (or someone you love) to a brilliant new definition of priceless luxury! 





~~ Necklace enlarged to 
show luxurious detail. 


Lusso Amethyst Necklace (200 ctw) $249™ 


Your Cost With Offer Code— FREE* 
*pay only shipping & processing of $24.95. 





You must use the offer code below to receive this 


special free necklace. * This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, CO, OK, RI, 
NH, WV, OR, SC, VA, ID and CA. These state residents will be charged one cent ($.01) 
1 - 8 () () - 3 3 3 - 2 04 5 ~ + shipping & processing for the item. Void where prohibited or restricted by law. Offer 


subject to state and local regulations. Not valid with any other offers and only while supplies 
last. This offer is limited to one item per shipping address. ** Free is only for customers using 
the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. + For more information 


Offer Code LAN374-02 ? 
Mention this code for the free necklace. BBB 
Rating of A+ concerning the appraisal, visit http://www.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp. 


St All er°® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. LAN374-02, _ - 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com Smart Luxuries—Su rprising Prices 
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A WEEK TO 
REMEMBER 


More than 400 young 
men gathered at 
Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M College 
in Miami, Okla., on 

May 30 for Oklahoma 
Boys State, to learn 
leadership skills and 
responsible citizenship. 


Watch a video of 
Oklahoma Boys State: 
& www.legion.org/ 
boysnation 
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As former Marines and sailors, we served 


together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my Bud Coady 


Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 


firm and | will fight for you today. Attorneys at 


Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 


Attorney at Law 





veterans In mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. VVe've helped veterans 


understand their rights—and secured millions 


for their families in just compensation. $30 6 | 0 n 


Trust in the experience and commitment of 


FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 


TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


a shipmate who served with you. Contact 


no-obligation consultation. 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376 
TO DETERMINE YOUR ee | Lcoany | 


75 Arlington Street, Suite 500° Boston, MA 02116 * Web: www.coadylaw.com LA W FIRM 
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exclusive dual finger loops to prevent slipping and accidental nicks or cuts. Side- 
cutting style makes precise, hygienic corner cuts to help prevent ingrown nails. 
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‘River Run’ 


VET VOICE 





Thanks for the article by Matt Grills on the Coast Guard’s river tenders (June), 
as they’re a part of our national defense that we don’t think about. Keeping 
commerce flowing is critical to our nation, and the behind-the-scenes work 
these men and women do is seldom recognized. Keep up the good work, Coast 
Guard. These river tenders are exemplary of your motto “Semper Paratus” 


(Always Ready). 


I served on the cutter White 
Pine (homeported in Memphis) 
from April to August 1955, 
when I was asked to volunteer 
for transfer to the 14th District 
(which turned out to be 14 
months on a LORAN station 
near Pusan, Korea). White 
Pine’s area of responsibility was 
from Cairo, Ill., to the White 
River in Arkansas. It looked like 
a smaller version of the (then) 
180-foot seagoing buoy tenders: 
Storis, Bramble, Buttonwood, 
etc. I had some good times on 
that cutter. Liberty towns like 
Caruthersville and New Madrid, 
Mo., were great, as was Cairo. 

Thanks for bringing back 
memories. 

— Richard Peifer, Lakeland, Fla. 


I’m sure many of us who 
served, or are serving, in the 
Coast Guard appreciated Matt 
Grills’ article. Buoy tender duty 
is just one of the missions of the 
Coast Guard that many civilians 
know little about. And like most 
missions, it can be dangerous. 


AUGUST 2018 


— Tom Teare, Clearwater, Fla. 


In 1980, USCGC Blackthorn, 

a 180-foot seagoing buoy tender, 
collided with a tanker while 
passing under the Sunshine 
Skyway bridge in Tampa Bay. It 
capsized and 23 crew members 
lost their lives. 

— James E. Faerber, Orange, Va. 


I served four years in the 
Coast Guard in the early 1970s, 
including two on a 175-foot 
coastal buoy tender. My other 
duty was on a 210-foot medium 
endurance cutter. The work 
done by the AtoN teams is 
thankless and some of the 
hardest work the Coast Guard 
does every day. I found my time 
on the buoy tender to be 
rewarding and a challenge. 

I worked on the bridge as a 
quartermaster/navigator; this 
rate no longer exists. 

It is rare to see articles of this 
nature about the Coast Guard 
and the things it does for our 
country. Keep on looking for 
more to report. 

— Scott C. Oldham, Gainesville, Fla. 
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‘Like a Giant X-Ray’ 

This is an excellent article 
about atomic bomb testing 
(June), and the lack of care for 
the participants. But these were 
not just Pacific tests. My brother 
was at Nellis Air Force Base in 
Las Vegas. These men were 
taken to a “secret” test area 
north of the city on at least two 
occasions to witness the 
detonation of nuclear devices. 

I had top-secret clearance and 
was in the Army, so my brother 
did tell me some of the details. 
The men were unloaded from the 
buses and put in trenches. The 
instructions were to stand up 
and face the explosion when 
told. After the flash and the 
mushroom cloud, they were 
loaded back on the buses and 
returned to Nellis. My brother’s 
two closest friends died within 
five years. He himself was 
treated for cancer and lung 
problems until he died. 

I lived downwind of the 
explosions in southern Utah, and 
we were told to get tested and 
the United States would pay us 
up to $200,000 plus medical 
payments. My brother died in 
medical misery, without any 
compensation or thanks. 

— Tom Redd, Scottsdale, Ariz. 


My father, John A. Coveney, a 
career infantry officer, was 
stationed at Fort MacArthur, 
Calif., in 1955. He was required 
to take his company to the 
Nevada desert to observe atomic 
bomb detonations. In the 1980s, 
my father was diagnosed with 
leukemia, from which he died in 
June 1992. Now we know. 

— Kenneth G. Coveney, Alpine, Calif. 


Ken Olsen’s article accurately 
summarizes the atomic veteran’s 
plight. I have been a member of 
the National Association of 
Atomic Veterans since 1979. We 
have fought long and hard to get 
the benefits we rightly deserve. 

I thank The American Legion for 
all its support over the years. 

I participated in Operation 
Hardtack I at Enewetak Atoll 
aboard Rehoboth, a survey ship. 
Our mission was to conduct 
oceanographic operations before 
and after Shot Wahoo, a 10- 
kiloton underwater atomic bomb, 
to test the effects on submarines 
and mines. I witnessed 10 shots, 
from six to 200 miles away. All 
hands were issued film badges. 
We were never told of the effects 
of being exposed to ionized 
radiation and fallout. 

Through a Freedom of 
Information Act request, I was 
able to get my film badge 
reading, Rehoboth’s logs and 
details of the shots I witnessed. 
Interestingly, my DD 214 did not 
mention my or Rehoboth’s 
participation in the operation. 

Knowing I was under a secrecy 
dictate, I shared my experiences 
with my future wife and family 
members. I wanted them to 
know what I had gone through 
and how the government was 
treating atomic veterans. When 
each of our three children were 
born, my wife and I were 
extremely anxious to see if our 
babies had any physical or 
genetic defects. Thank God they 
erew up healthy. 

The public and our politicians 
need to know that atomic 
veterans have been wounded in 
service to our country. However, 


the “bullets” were silent and 
penetrated the human body. 
Within the past 10 years, I have 
experienced multiple bouts of 
skin cancer. The effects of 
radiation exposure never end. 
— Robert De Blasi, 
Rockaway Township, N.J. 


‘Over Here’ 

Thank you for the photo of 
Camp Taylor Park in the article 
by Mark D. Van Ells (June). It 
was there that I was processed 
for Navy enlistment in 1968. 

— David L. Bartsch, Louisville, Ky. 


As I age, I find that military 
history means a lot more to me 
than it used to. I am proud of my 
service to our fine nation, and 
I gladly give thanks to all of 
those who came before me - 
especially those who have paid 
the ultimate price for America. 

I had no idea so many camps 
across the country helped our 
doughboys become warfighting 
heroes, and it saddens me we’ve 
lost so many of them. The 
information about Camp Colt 
was especially interesting to me 
since I am originally from 
Pennsylvania. 

Thank you for making articles 
about World War | a priority this 
year as we mark its 100th 
anniversary. I will definitely be 
making trips to see these sites 
and memorials, now that I know 
where they are located. 

— Stacey Ousley, San Antonio 


Editor’s note: In “Legacy Run 
18” (July), the city of Spirit 
Lake, Iowa, was inadvertently 
placed within the state of 
Minnesota on the map. 





THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


magazine@legion.org 


6 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2018 


“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I've ever had.” 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 





We've all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches — it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true — the finest of lift chairs — but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can’t be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and — yes! — peaceful sleep. 
Our chair’s recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent 
back and muscle pain. 








And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa — just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! You get your choice of fabrics and 
colors — Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
1-888-827-7886 


Please mention code 109534 when ordering. 


Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 
Black 


Blue 


Indigo 


Tan Chocolate Burgundy 


DuraLux II Microfiber 
Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Cautious optimism in Korea 


These are historic times — not just for The American Legion, but for the 
entire world. Last fall, as I visited U.S. Army Garrison Yongsan in Seoul, 
South Korea, news broke that North Korea had just launched an 
intercontinental ballistic missile test. This was no ordinary drill. The 
Hwasong-15 missile has the capability to reach the continental United 
States, and the North Korean government was reportedly working on a 
system of delivering a nuclear weapon. 

The world was understandably alarmed. Hours later, I met with a 
number of our stoic military members stationed on the peninsula. The 
response of one Army veteran and Legionnaire I met there was typical. 
“Just another Wednesday morning in Seoul,” he shrugged. 

Army Col. Chad Carroll described the close relationship shared by the 
United States, South Korea and our U.N. allies, who are committed to 
defending the Republic of Korea in the event of an attack or invasion 
from the north. “We have two mottos,” Carroll said. “We have to be 
ready to fight tonight, and ‘Katchi kapshida - We go together!’” 

Few people would have imagined that just six months later the leaders 
of the United States and North Korea would meet directly to discuss the 
denuclearization of the Korean peninsula and peace between countries 
that never officially ended a war that started 68 years ago. 

Nobody wants peace more than America’s veterans. Yet as President 
Reagan used to tell the Soviets, “Trust but verify.” North Korea has a long 
history of lying about its nuclear program, threatening our allies and 
breaking international law. We do not naively believe in “peace at any 
price,” but The American Legion recognizes the horrendous cost of 
another Korean War. If the prospects for peace are realistic, those 
prospects must be fully considered. 

What is not negotiable is our stance that the United States always 
maintain a strong national defense. This is one of the Legion’s four 
pillars, and the Korean War is Exhibit A as to the wisdom of such a 
posture. Lofty hopes for peace after World War II led decision-makers to 
drastically cut our defense in a still-dangerous world. 

Tragically, Task Force Smith paid the price. This group of brave U.S. 
soldiers was outgunned by a better-equipped and numerically superior 
North Korean force in the early days of that war. After the initial defeat 
and humiliation, President Truman wisely tripled defense spending, 
which played no small part in ultimately pushing the communists north 
of the 38th parallel. The lesson is clear. As much as we want peace, we 
must always be prepared for the alternative. 

There’s another important dividend of the summit, though, that must 
not be overlooked: closure for the families of those missing in action. The 
remains of many of more than 7,700 Americans still unaccounted for 
from the Korean War are believed to be in North Korea, and we are 
pleased that President Trump is calling for recovery and repatriation. 

We have many Korean War veterans in our ranks at The American 
Legion. We cherish their sacrifice and service. They - and the succeeding 
generations of veterans who have served and still serve in Korea - have 
brought us to this point. For that, we will always be grateful. 
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National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan 


MEMORANDA 


LEGACY RUN COVERAGE 


This year’s American Legion 
Legacy Run will travel from 
Hutchinson, Kan., to the 100th 
National Convention in 
Minneapolis — crossing five 
departments in as many days - 
raising money for the Legion’s 
Legacy Scholarship Fund along the 
way. Follow coverage of this year’s 
Legacy Run online. 


€ www.legion.org/riders 


100 REASONS TO JOIN (OR STAY) 
The American Legion wants to 
hear members’ top 10 reasons to 
join, or stay in, the Legion. The 

100 best submissions will be the 
foundation for a centennial 
membership campaign. 
Submissions should be one or two 
sentences each, including a 
specific local reference if 
applicable. Send them to 
dispatch@legion.org. 


PURPLE HEART DAY 


Aug. 7 is Purple Heart Day. On that 
date in 1782, George Washington 
established the Badge for Military 
Merit - forerunner of the Purple 
Heart. The award we know today 
was created in 1932, during the 
bicentennial of Washington’s birth. 
The National Purple Heart Hall of 
Honor in New York estimates that 
nearly 1.8 million Purple Hearts 
have been awarded. 





WIRELESS THE WAY YOU LIKE IT—SWITCH TODAY! 


p 


LOW PRICES 


Plans start as low as $15/month, 
and activation is free! 


ia (a 


«€O) 


RANKED #1 BY J.D. POWER 
“Highest in Customer Service 


among Non-Contract Value Wireless 


Providers, 4 Times in a Row!” 





VARIETY OF PHONES & DEVICES 
Select any device, from 
flip phones to smartphones— 
including the latest iPhones. 







RISK 
\FREE 
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100% RISK-FREE GUARANTEE 


If you're not completely 
Satisfied within 30 days," 
cancel and pay nothing. 





BRING YOUR OWN PHONE 


With our free SIM card, you can even 
bring your own phone if you'd like! 


eal Possibilities 


Member 


AARP MEMBER BENEFITS 


AARP members receive a 
5% discount on service 
and usage every month. 


OUR MOST POPULAR PLANS FOR 1 & 2 LINES! See all of our plans at ConsumerCellular.com 


$15 


A MONTH 


1 LINE 250 
INCLUDED 


MINUTES 
TALK 


1 LINE UNLIMITED 


Ss? lS INCLUDED TALK 


AMONTH UNLIMITED 250MB 


TEXT DATA 


2 LINES = UNLIMITED 


Ss 4a. Us INCLUDED TALK 


AMONTH ~~ UNLIMITED 1GB 
TEXT DATA 


© 2018 Consumer Cellular, Inc. New service activation on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 
The totals shown here are costs for monthly Consumer Cellular service only. They do not include any state or local taxes. Consumer Cellular received the highest number among four non-contract 





value providers in the J.D. Power 2016 V2 - 2018 V1 U.S. Wireless Customer Care Performance Study. 2018 V1 based on 4,210 total responses measuring the experiences of current wireless service 
customers who made a sales transaction with their current carrier within the past three months, surveyed July-December 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. ‘If you’re not completely 
satisfied within 30 days (data use is limited to 500MB) of activation of your service, cancel and pay nothing. AARP member benefits are provided by third parties, not by AARP or its affiliates. Providers 
pay a royalty fee to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. Some provider offers are subject to change and may have restrictions. 
Please contact the provider directly for details. 





Watch an interview of Bill Hoppner online: 
www.legion.org/magazine 


See an archive of past interviews: 
www.legion.org/iamlegion 
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In the months following Hurricane Irma’s landfall in 
Florida, Bill Hoppner and Department Commander Steve 
Shuga traveled some 5,000 miles across the Sunshine State. 

“All the cell towers were down, phones were down, so we 
had to do a lot of footwork,” says Hoppner, noting that all 67 
of Florida’s counties were affected in some way by the 
hurricane. “We had to physically go out in our vehicles and 
talk to people about what they needed.” 

As the department’s disaster preparedness chairman, 
Hoppner was at the front line before, during and after the 
disaster. Prior to the storm, he and Shuga discussed what 
would be necessary to get American Legion posts back up 
and running to serve their communities. And after Irma 
struck, the pair joined other department officials in hitting 
the road to deliver bottled water, nonperishable food and 
other much-needed supplies to devastated areas. 

“Since | was a kid, I’ve always helped out - when | got into 
the military, same thing,” says Hoppner, whose Air Force tour 
in Germany helped steer him to disaster preparedness roles 
at the Legion’s post, district, area and department levels. 

“The tactical squadrons | was in set up the field for 
communications,” Hoppner says. “When you set up things in 
the military, it’s basically the same all over. So when we do 
get a call to go out to a post that needs help, we can take 
provisions, water, nonperishable foods (and be ready).” 

While acknowledging the stress that comes with dealing 
with disasters, Hoppner has a positive attitude — not just for 
his own sake, but for others struggling to recover from a 
hurricane, tornado or other disaster. 

“I'm just a coordinator,” he says. “I just want to see people 
get back online. If | can do anything in my power to get 
them back online, with the help of Legionnaires and the 
Department of Florida, | will.” 

— Andy Proffet 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Air Force 

RANK Sergeant 

MILITARY JOB Communications 

AMERICAN LEGION POST Post 347, Lady Lake, Fla. 
YEARS IN THE LEGION 18 


LEGION ACTIVITIES 

a National Unconventional Forces & Intelligence 
Committee (2014-2015) 

=» National Homeland Security Council vice 
chairman (2009-2016) 

=» Department disaster preparedness chairman 
(2009-2014, 2016-present) 

a Department sergeant-at-arms (2014-2015) 

=» Department commander’s aide (2012-2013) 

=» southern Area commander (2008-2009) 

a District commander (2006-2008) 

=» Area/district disaster preparedness chairman 
(2005-2013) 

= Post adjutant (2007-2008) 

=a Post commander (2003-2007) 


Photo by Clay Lomneth 


CARRY A MESSAGE OF PRIDE WHEREVER YOU GO 
PERSONALIZED MESSENGER BAGS 






U.S. MARINES 


Actual Size 

is 16" Wx 

12%" Hx 
3%"D 


Personalization on the Flap Pocket 
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Versatile Messenger-style Bag Symbols of Honor, and Removable, Adjustable 
Crafted of Durable Canvas Burnished Metal Stars Shoulder Strap 
Here’s a do-everything, go-anywhere custom bag with your name on it! With our The stylish bag is ready to deliver with amazing versatility too, featuring two 


Personalized Messenger Bag, you can carry all your essentials in organized, compact, — exterior flap pockets and an exterior slip pocket on the back, two inside slip pockets, 
sharp-looking style... while also carrying a message of U.S. or service branch pride. —_an inside zip pocket, and an inside laptop pocket. Talk about always ready to serve... 


And we’ll personalize it... FREE! 


yes sir, it is! 


Exceptional craftsmanship is at the forefront of this classically styled messenger . . . 
P P y sty g A Remarkable Value... Available for a Limited Time 


bag crafted of durable canvas in khaki, with faux leather accents, webbing strap 
handles and an adjustable, removable padded shoulder strap. Front and center on the 
bag, you'll find the American flag or the service branch emblem patch. On the front 
pocket is the service branch name and the year it was established along with antiqued 


metal stars and, at no additional cost the other pocket is personalized with your name, 


nickname or initials (up to 12 characters). 


www.bradfordexchange.com/messengerbags 


™Officially Licensed by the Department of the Navy ™Department of the Air Force. Officially Licensed Product of the Air Force (www.airforce.com). ™Officially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps. Official Licensed Product of the 
U.S. Army By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs. 
U.S. Army name, trademarks and logos are protected under federal law and used under license by The Bradford Exchange. Officially licensed product of the U.S. Coast Guard. ©2018 The Bradford Exchange 01-24927-001-BIBMPOR5 
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BRADFORD EXCHANGE 
=APPAREL & ACCESSORIES= 


9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393 


Print name, © “U.S. Marines” Messenger Bag 01-24927-001, personalized with 











(maximum 12 0 “U.S. Air Force” Messenger Bag 01-24929-001, personalized with 





001, personalized with 








L) “U.S. Navy” Messenger Bag 01-24928- 


001, personalized with 








L) “U.S. Coast Guard” Messenger Bag 01- 


27015-001, personalized with 
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Each of these handsome personalized bags is a remarkable value at just $99.95* 
each, which you can pay for in 3 easy installments of $33.32. To order yours, backed 
by our unconditional 90-day guarantee, send no money now, just mail in your Priority 
Reservation. These classically-styled canvas messenger bags are not available in 
stores, so don’t miss out... inspire U.S. pride wherever you go and reserve yours today! 


“For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax. 


Please reserve the Personalized Messenger Bag(s) checked at left for me, 
as described in this announcement, with the personalization indicated. 














Signature 
Mrs. Mr. Ms. 
Name (Please Print Clearly) 
Address 
City 
State Zip 





Email (Optional) 
E94902 


*Plus a total of $12.99 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks after initial payment for 
delivery. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. Product subject to change. 
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BIG ISSUES 


Withdrawal from Iran deal 


SUPPORT 





Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga. 


@ Isakson is chairman of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 





President Trump made the difficult, and correct, 
decision that the United States would withdraw 
from the Iran nuclear agreement, which was 
entered into by the previous administration 
without the consent of Congress. 

I opposed the Iran deal 
when it was originally 
announced in 2015. Before 
I voted against it, I spoke 
twice on the Senate floor and 
penned an op-ed for The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
sharing my concerns. 

I have said from day one 
that the Iranian regime should never be able to 
develop a nuclear weapon. 

Called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, 
the Iran deal sought to appease Iran’s extremist 
regime — a government that has not been 
trustworthy in negotiations with our country for 
40 years. Neither Congress nor the American 
people were allowed to see the side agreements of 
this deal, and no inspections at military facilities 
were allowed. The deal was flawed from the start. 

On the front end, Iran was offered the most 
valuable asset by the United States and our allies: 
trust. The regime was also given access to at least 
$50 billion in frozen assets, giving it the ability to 
sell its oil and engage in trade. 

Instead of investing in its own people, Iran has 
built up its military capabilities, using them 
through proxies across the Middle East. Sadly, the 
nuclear agreement put a time limit on our ability 
to constrain Iran’s nuclear ambitions, and it never 
went far enough to ensure Iran’s commitment to 
other international agreements. 

President Trump was absolutely right to 
withdraw from the Iran deal. He is approaching 
this threat with the strength and resolve needed to 
protect our country. 





THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


President Trump withdrew from the 
Iran nuclear deal, saying it didn’t stop Iran 
from exporting terrorism and developing 
nuclear weapons. Critics say Iran had 
refrained from enriching uranium and 
was allowing nuclear inspections. 


OPPOSE 





Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. 


@ Sanders is a member of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 


President Trump made one of the most reckless 
moves of his presidency by withdrawing from the 
Iran nuclear agreement. In doing so, he put the 
United States at odds with our European allies 
and seriously undermined U.S. global leadership. 

Trump rejected the advice 
of his own national security 
officials like Joint Chiefs 
Chairman Joseph Dunford 
and Defense Secretary James 
Mattis, who have stated that 
staying in the agreement - 
which created an extremely 
rigorous set of restrictions to 
prevent an Iranian nuclear weapon - is in our 
national security interest. 

The withdrawal also harms the United States’ 
ability to negotiate future agreements, such as 
one with North Korea. Why would any country 
make a deal with us if they thought a reckless 
president might simply discard it years later? 

To be clear, Iran is engaged in a lot of bad 
behavior in the Middle East. However, if we want 
to confront these activities, distancing ourselves 
from allies and weakening a deal that limits its 
nuclear program is the worst possible course. 

I am very concerned that Trump’s bellicose 
speech clearly seemed to shift U.S. policy toward 
the same goal of regime change that underlay the 
Iraq war. That had enormous unintended 
consequences we are still dealing with today. 
Indeed, one of those was the empowering of Iran 
in Iraq and elsewhere around the region. 

Real American leadership is not shown by our 
ability to blow things up, but by our ability to 
forge international consensus around shared 
problems and then mobilize that consensus to 
address those problems. That is what the Iran 
agreement did. Unfortunately, Trump has chosen 
to put us on a different, more dangerous path. 





CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 » Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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the amount 
of protection you want — $3,000.00, 
$5,000.00, $10,000.00 or $25,000.00.* 


— knowing 
your family has the protection they need to 
cover your final expenses or outstanding debt. 


guaranteed to never increase! And benefits 
will never decrease. (See our affordable 
monthly premiums below.) 


intrusive health questions or taking a 
medical exam — these are guaranteed 
issue policies for people 45-85%. 


your benefits double if death is due to an auto accident. 


UNITED OF OMAHA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
COMPANION LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Mutua. of OMAHA AFFILIATES 





1-800-867-2953 


or visit www.mutualdirect-legion.com 


Muruat“Omana 


This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance 
agent/producer may contact you by telephone. These policies 
contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and 


$3,000.00 


Female 


$5,000.00 10,000.00 


Female | Male 


$25,000.00 


Female | Male Female 


187531 


58.80 
11S 
$11.50 


Sloe 
$17.05 
$22.30 
$30.70 
$43.45 


514.00 
“625 
$18.50 
$22.25 
"21.15 
$36.50 
$50.50 
7a 


*30.00 
$38.83 
548.58 
eoU a3 
$71.25 
596.08 


$27.00 
>Si50) 
$36.00 
$43.50 
$54.50 
$72.00 


$126.50 *100.00 
$169.50 *142.50 


$82.25 
95150 
$119.96 
$146.83 
$176.63 
$238.71 
$314.75 
$422.25 


566.00 
TTS) 
$88.50 
"1025 
$134.75 
$178.50 
$248.50 
$354.75 





exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits 
during the first two years of policy ownership. Whole 
life insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance 
Company, 3300 Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which 
iS licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY 
are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, 
NY 11788. Each underwriting company is responsible for its own 
financial and contractual obligations; and shares a financial interest 
with the American Legion, in this program. Policy Form ICC11LO059P 
or state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY) 

“Age eligibility and benefit amounts may vary by state. 
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One in four veterans has 
arthritis, a constellation of more 
than 100 inflammatory illnesses 
that affect joints, the tissues that 
surround them, and other connec- 
tive tissue. About half of all 
veterans with arthritis report 
limitations in their daily activities 
because of pain and stiffness in 
and around one or more joints. 

The symptoms of arthritis vary 
depending on the specific form of 
the disease, and can develop 
eradually or suddenly. Certain 
rheumatic conditions can also 
involve the immune system and 
various internal organs of the 
body, according to VA. 

The most common form of 
arthritis is osteoarthritis or 
degenerative joint disease. 
Osteoarthritis affects up to 
27 million Americans, according 
to the Arthritis Foundation. It’s 
likely due to a complex web of 
biological factors that contribute 
to the breakdown of cartilage. 
Typical medications include 
analgesics (Tylenol, over-the- 
counter medications or opioids by 
prescription) or non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory agents (over- 
the-counter and by prescription) 


mein 


to relieve pain, biologics to 
simulate the body’s natural 
response to infection and disease, 
corticosteroids to reduce 
inflammation, or hyaluronic-acid 
injections into Knee joints. 

In rheumatoid arthritis, which 
affects about 1.3 million Ameri- 
cans, the body’s immune system 
attacks joint tissues, causing 
inflammation that can result in 
destruction of cartilage and bone. 
Early diagnosis and treatment are 
key to prevent as much damage as 
possible. The most common 
treatments are the same medica- 
tions used for osteoarthritis, as 
well as disease-modifying anti- 
rheumatic drugs to slow or stop 
the inflammatory process. Joint- 
replacement surgery can relieve 
pain and restore function in joints 
damaged by rheumatoid arthritis. 

Arthritis is best managed with a 
combination of healthy behaviors 
and clinical therapies, such as 
physical therapy and medications, 
says Kelli Allen, research health 
scientist at the Durham (N.C.) VA 
Medical Center. 

“Physical activity and weight 
management help to improve pain 
and function as much as 
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medications, and with fewer side 
effects,” Allen says. “Research 
consistently shows they improve 
pain and function and slow the 
progression of symptoms.” 

What can you eat to help your 
joints? Try the staples of the 
Mediterranean diet: fish, nuts and 
seeds, fruits and vegetables, olive 
oil and whole grains. 

If your joints hurt, it can be 
hard to exercise. Moderate activity 
can help prevent the progression 
of arthritis and improve overall 
function. You need tools and a 
team of supporters to help you 
stay active and manage your 
arthritis. 

Here are some of Allen’s tips 
and key resources for veterans 
with arthritis: 

m@ See a physical therapist. 
“Physical therapists can help 
veterans with arthritis to address 
functional limitations, develop a 
home-exercise program, and meet 
needs for Knee braces or assistive 
devices that can help with daily 
tasks,” Allen says. Research shows 
those who go to more visits (six to 
eight) have more improvement. 

A Durham VA Health Care System 
study found that group-based 


physical therapy is as effective as 
individual physical therapy, and has 
the added benefit of peer support. 

= Use complementary and 
integrative health approaches 
(including yoga, tai chi, massage 
therapy) to help relieve symptoms. 
Cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) 
may help you cope with pain, as well. 
= Take advantage of online and 
community-based physical- 
activity and arthritis-management 
programs. The Arthritis Foundation 
provides free online tools to guide 
you in healthy eating and safe 
exercises, identify local arthritis 
management programs and connect 
you with others for support. 

Many veterans develop arthritis as 
a long-term effect of a military injury 
— harm caused to muscles, bones or 
joints during service. According to 
the VA 2015 Annual Benefits Report, 
more than 395,000 veterans currently 
receive VA disability benefits for 
degenerative arthritis of the spine. 
Both VA and DoD use military 
disability ratings to determine the 
amount of benefits a veteran should 
receive for an arthritis-related 
condition. 

If you have osteoarthritis or 
rheumatoid arthritis, you may be 
eligible for presumptive service 
connection if symptoms appear 
within one year of discharge. You 
need only to show that the condition 
is at least 10 percent disabling and 
that symptoms began within one year 
of discharge. If you have service-con- 
nected arthritis, a VA rating specialist 
will determine your rating based on 
functional loss, instability and pain. 

“No one treatment takes care of all 
arthritis symptoms,” Allen says. 
“Invest time in engaging in weight 
management and being active, and 
take advantage of all resources - 
inside and outside VA - to get the 
support you need.” 


Mark L. Fuerst is a Brooklyn-based 
health and fitness writer. 





LIVING WELL 





Million Veteran Program 
returns to Legion convention 


VA's Million Veteran Program - an initiative to build the world’s largest 
database of genetic, exposure, lifestyle and health information with the 
help of veterans who donate DNA samples — will again be part of The 
American Legion’s national convention. 

The August 2017 Living Well feature “Powered by Veterans” previewed 
the program’s presence at last year’s convention in Reno, Nev. MVP will 
be in the exhibit hall in Minneapolis as well, and has set a goal to 
welcome 100 new participants into the study during each day of the 
convention, in honor of the Legion’s 100th anniversary. 

The exhibit hall will be open from Friday, Aug. 24, through Tuesday, 
Aug. 28, in Hall C, Level 1 of the Minneapolis Convention Center. 






Media Bakery 


Concussion test for adults 


The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved the first blood 
test for concussions in adults. The test measures levels of proteins, known 
as UCH-L1 and GFAP, that are released from the brain into blood within 
12 hours of head injury, according to the FDA. These levels help predict 
“which patients may have intracranial lesions visible by CT scan, and 
which won't.” 

TBI is caused by a “bump, blow or jolt to the head or a penetrating 
head injury that disrupts the brain’s normal functioning,” the FDA adds. 
“Potential effects of TBI can include impaired thinking or memory, 
movement, sensation or emotional functioning.” Annually, there are 
some 2.8 million TBl-related emergency department visits, 
hospitalizations and deaths in the United States, and almost 50,000 
TBl-related deaths. 

The FDA says that most patients suffering from head injuries are 
examined using a neurological scale known as the 15-point Glasgow 
Coma Scale, followed by a CT scan of the head, which detects damage to 
brain tissue and/or intracranial lesions. 

Availability of a concussion blood test will help health-care 
professionals prevent unnecessary neuroimaging and associated 
radiation exposure to patients. Results from the new blood test are 
available in three to four hours. 
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Rick—Husband, father, veteran, 
patient cured* with MAVYRET 


“Cure means the hep C virus Is not detectable in the blood 3 months after treatment ends. 
Individual results may vary. 


DONT FACE HEP C ALONE. 


FORCE or call 1-877-628-9738. 


QOODVIC —_ ©2018 AbbVie Inc. 


North Chicago, IL 60064 46A-1940441 March 2018 Printed in U.S.A. 
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USE 

MAVYRET™ (glecaprevir and 
pibrentasvir) tablets are a prescription 
medicine used to treat adults with 
chronic (lasting a long time) hepatitis 
C virus (hep C) genotypes 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, or 6 infection without cirrhosis or 
with compensated cirrhosis. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 


What is the most important information 
| should know about MAVYRET? 
Hepatitis B virus reactivation: Before 
Starting treatment with MAVYRET, 
your doctor will do blood tests to 
check for hepatitis B virus infection. 

It you have ever had hepatitis B virus 
Infection, the hepatitis B virus could 
become active again during or after 
treatment of hepatitis C virus with 
MAVYRET. Hepatitis B virus becoming 
active again (called reactivation) may 
Cause serious liver problems including 
liver failure and death. Your doctor 
will monitor you If you are at risk for 
hepatitis B virus reactivation during 
treatment and after you stop taking 
MAVYRET. 


Do not take MAVYRET if you: 
e Have certain liver problems 
e Are taking the medicines: 
— atazanavir (EVOTAZ®, REYATAZ®) 


— rifampin (RIFADIN®, RIFAMATE®, 


RIFATER®, RIMACTANE®) 


What should | tell my doctor before 

taking MAVYRET? 

e If you have ever had hepatitis B 
virus infection, liver problems other 
than hep C infection, or any other 
medical conditions. 

e If you are pregnant or plan to 
become pregnant, or if you are 
breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. 
lt is not known if MAVYRET will 
harm your unborn baby or pass Into 
your breast milk. Talk to your doctor 
about the best way to feed your 
baby if you take MAVYRET. 
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e About all the medicines you take, 
Including prescription and 
over-the-counter medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
MAVYRET and other medicines 
may affect each other. This can 
Cause you to have too much or 
not enough MAVYRET or other 
medicines in your body. This may 
affect the way MAVYRET or your 
other medicines work, or may cause 
Side effects. 

— Do not start taking a new medicine 
without telling your doctor. Your 
doctor can tell you if it is safe 
to take MAVYRET with other 
medicines. 


What are the common side effects 
of MAVYRET? 
e The most common side effects 
of MAVYRET are headache and 
tiredness. 
These are not all of the possible side 
effects of MAVYRET. Tell your doctor 
if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away. 
This is the most important information 
to know about MAVYRET. For more 
information, talk to your doctor or 
healthcare provider. 
You are encouraged to report negative 
Side effects of prescription drugs to 
the FDA. Visit www.tda.gov/medwatch 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 
If you cannot afford your medication, 
contact www.pparx.org for assistance. 


Please see a brief summary of the 
full Prescribing Information on the 
following page. 


glecaprevir/pibrentasvir 


100 mg/40 mg tablets 





MAVYRET™ (MAV-ih-reht) 
(glecaprevir and pibrentasvir) Tablets 
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What is the most important information | 
should know about MAVYRET? 


MAVYRET can cause serious side effects, 
including: 

Hepatitis B virus reactivation. Before starting 
treatment with MAVYRET, your doctor will do 
blood tests to check for hepatitis B virus infection. 
If you have ever had hepatitis B virus infection, 
the hepatitis B virus could become active again 
during or after treatment of hepatitis C virus with 
MAVYRET. Hepatitis B virus becoming active 
again (called reactivation) may cause serious 
liver problems including liver failure and death. 
Your doctor will monitor you if you are at risk for 
hepatitis B virus reactivation during treatment and 
after you stop taking MAVYRET. 


For more information about side effects, see 
the section “What are the possible side effects 
of MAVYRET?” 


What is MAVYRET? 


e MAVYRET is a prescription medicine used to 
treat adults with chronic (lasting a long time) 
hepatitis C virus (HCV) genotypes 1, 2, 3, 

4 5 or 6 infection without cirrhosis or with 
compensated cirrhosis. 


MAVYRET contains the two medicines: glecaprevir 
and pibrentasvir. 


It is not Known if MAVYRET is safe and effective in 
children under 18 years of age. 


Do not take MAVYRET if you: 
e have certain liver problems 
e also take any of the following medicines: 
e atazanavir (EVOTAZ®, REYATAZ®) 
e rifampin (RIFADIN®, RIFAMATE®, RIFATER®, 
RIMACTANE®) 


Before taking MAVYRET, tell your doctor about 
all of your medical conditions, including if you: 
e have ever had hepatitis B virus infection 

e have liver problems other than hepatitis C virus 
infection. 

e are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is 
not known if MAVYRET will harm your unborn 
baby. 

e are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 
known if MAVYRET passes into your breast milk. 
Talk to your doctor about the best way to feed 
your baby if you take MAVYRET. 


Tell your doctor about all the medicines you 
take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
MAVYRET and other medicines may affect each 
other. This can cause you to have too much or not 


enough MAVYRET or other medicines in your body. 


This may affect the way MAVYRET or your other 
medicines work, or may cause side effects. 


Keep a list of your medicines to show your 

doctor and pharmacist. 

e You can ask your doctor or pharmacist for a list 
of medicines that interact with MAVYRET. 

e Do not start taking a new medicine without 
telling your doctor. Your doctor can tell you if it 
is Safe to take MAVYRET with other medicines. 








CONSUMER BRIEF SUMMARY 
CONSULT PACKAGE INSERT FOR 
FULL PRESCRIBING INFORMATION 


Read the Patient Information that comes with MAVYRET before you start taking it and each time you get 
a refill. There may be new information. This brief summary does not take the place of talking with your 
doctor about your medical condition or treatment. 


How should | take MAVYRET? (tocopherol) polyethylene glycol succinate. The 


e Take MAVYRET exactly as your doctor tells you tablets do not contain een: 
to take it. Do not change your dose unless your Manufactured by AbbVie Inc., North Chicago, IL 
doctor tells you to. 60064. 
e Do not stop taking MAVYRET without first talking | MAVYRET is a trademark of AbbVie Inc. All other 
with your doctor. brands listed are trademarks of their respective 
e Take 3 MAVYRET tablets at one time each day. Owners and are not trademarks of AbbVie Inc. The 
e Take MAVYRET with food. makers of these brands are not affiliated with and 
e It is important that you do not miss or skip doses | do not endorse AbbVie Inc. or its products. 
of MAVYRET during treatment. For more information go to www.MAVYRET.com or 
e If you miss a dose of MAVYRET and it is: call 1-800-633-9110. 

e Less than 18 hours from the time you usually 
take MAVYRET, take the missed dose with food 
as soon as possible. Then take your next dose 
at your usual time. 

e More than 18 hours from the time you usually 
take MAVYRET, do not take the missed dose. 
Take your next dose as usual with food. 


If you take too much MAVYRET, call your doctor or 
go to the nearest hospital emergency room right 
away. 


What are the possible side effects of MAVYRET? 


MAVYRET can cause serious side effects, 

including: 

e Hepatitis B virus reactivation. See “What is the 
most important information | should know about 
MAVYRET?” 


The most common side effects of MAVYRET include 
headache and tiredness. 


These are not all the possible side effects of 
MAVYRET. 


Call your doctor for medical advice about side 
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088. 


How should | store MAVYRET? 


e Store MAVYRET at or below 86°F (30°C). 
e Keep MAVYRET in its original blister package until 
you are ready to take it. 


Keep MAVYRET and all medicines out of the 
reach of children. 


General information about the safe and 
effective use of MAVYRET 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Patient Information 
leaflet. Do not use MAVYRET for a condition for 
which it was not prescribed. Do not give MAVYRET 
to other people, even if they have the same 
symptoms that you have. It may harm them. You 
can ask your doctor or pharmacist for information 
about MAVYRET that is written for health 
professionals. 


What are the ingredients in MAVYRET? 


Active ingredients: glecaprevir and pibrentasvir 
Inactive ingredients: colloidal silicon dioxide, 
copovidone (type K 28), croscarmellose sodium, 
hypromellose 2910, iron oxide red, lactose 
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monohydrate, polyethylene glycol 3350, propylene 
glycol monocaprylate (type Il), sodium steary| 
fumarate, titanium dioxide, and vitamin E 





bh TOP 
SPORTS 


CITIES 


Visit these destinations to 
get your game on. 


BY LYN METTLER 


Whether you’re a fan of racing, basketball, 
baseball or even boxing, these U.S. cities do sports 
like no other: 


INDIANAPOLIS Home of the Indianapolis 500, the 
Circle City has plenty of attractions for race fans, 
including the Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum 
and even a chance to ride on the famous racetrack. 
But Indy is also a mecca for other sports, especially 
basketball. Historic Hinkle Fieldhouse at Butler 
University, built in 1928, is the site of the famous 
high school basketball championships portrayed in 
the movie “Hoosiers,” and its filming location. Don’t 
miss the NCAA Hall of Champions in downtown’s 
White River State Park, an interactive museum 
where you can learn about college sports. 


BOSTON It doesn’t get much more iconic than 
Fenway Park, home of the Boston Red Sox and the 
oldest ballpark in Major League Baseball. 
Bostonians love their sports, whether they’re 
cheering on the Boston Celtics, the New England 
Patriots or the Boston Bruins. In fact, each of 

the city’s professional sports teams has won a 
championship within the past decade. And don’t 
forget Boston College, which has its share of 
success stories. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, COLO. Dubbed “Olympic 
City USA,” Colorado Springs not only has an 
Olympic training center - the largest of three - but 
is the headquarters for the U.S. Olympic Committee 
and home to the American Legion Junior Shooting 
Sports Program championships. While in town, 
check out the World Figure Skating Museum & Hall 


Are you getting a good 
deal on airfare? According 
to Airlines for America, the 
average round-trip 

_ ticket within the United 
» States costs about $340. 
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Indianapolis Motor Speedway 


Photo courtesy Visit Indy, Lavengood Photography 


of Fame and the ProRodeo Hall of Fame. You might 
even find Olympic athletes hiking the challenging 
Manitou Incline, an old cable car line that gains 
2,000 feet of elevation in one mile. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. Louisville has more sports 
connections than you might think. The Kentucky 
Derby is an annual event at Churchill Downs, and 
champion thoroughbreds like Barbaro are buried at 
the Kentucky Derby Museum. The city is also a 
college basketball hub, with the University of 
Louisville a past national champion and fewer than 
100 miles from the rival University of Kentucky. 
There’s also the Louisville Slugger Museum, with a 
giant baseball bat outside and a factory where 
visitors can see how the famous bats are made. 
Finally, the city is the home of boxing great 
Muhammad Ali, and fans can visit the Muhammad 
Ali Center to learn more about him. 


CHICAGO When the Chicago Cubs broke their 
famous curse by winning the World Series in 2016, 
the eyes of the world were on the Windy City. Take 
in a game at historic Wrigley Field and snap a pic 
next to the Harry Caray statue. The Cubs aren’t the 
only game in town, though. Visitors can watch the 
White Sox play, stroll through the Chicago Sports 
Museum at the Water Tower Place mall, 

visit Soldier Field (home of the Chicago Bears), eat 
dinner at Michael Jordan’s Steakhouse or take in a 
Blackhawks game at the United Center. 


Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
GotoTravelGal.com. 


StockSnap.io 
If you're planning a first trip to lms 
Europe, consider bringing along your o§ 
own washcloths, or disposable versions \ Aa 
you can order online. Many non- 
American hotels in Europe don’t offer 


this U.S. shower and bath staple. 


a 


arf 


AUGUST 2018 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 19 











VETERANS UPDATE 


MISSION Act reforms to be closely watched 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 


A centerpiece of the mammoth VA MISSION Act 
signed into law in June directs the Department of 
Veteran Affairs to consolidate seven community- 
care initiatives - including the checkered 2014 
Choice program - into one entity: the VA-managed 
Veterans Community Care Program (VCCP). 

Congressional committee chairmen and VA 
officials vow the VCCP will be a more efficient, 
transparent and predictable 
pathway for veterans to 
access private-sector health 
care as they need it. 

The American Legion and 
other veterans service 
organizations have lauded 
the MISSION Act’s many 
separate initiatives to 
enhance VA health care and 
strengthen partnerships with 
community-care providers. 
New initiatives include 
assurances that VA will schedule more timely 
appointments, incentives to improve staffing, 
establishment of a network of commercial walk-in 
clinics and a new mandate for prompt payment of 
outside providers - within 45 days on paper 
claims, fewer than 30 on electronic claims. 

The success of community-based care reforms 
will depend largely on VA implementing 
regulations - how they interpret what the law 
demands to better serve veterans, but also to 
protect and enhance VA health care. 

The law itself requires that veterans have access 
to community care if VA is unable to provide care 
or services needed. But it allows the agency more 
leeway to determine access standards. 

Expiring within the next two years will be the 
current eligibility rules for Choice: waits of more 
than 30 days for a VA appointment or drives longer 
than 40 miles from home to a VA primary care 
physician. Architects of the MISSION Act have 
come to criticize these rules as “artificial.” 

The new law leaves it for VA to establish more 
appropriate rules based on “clinical needs” as 
determined by the VA provider in consultation 
with patients. Considerations VA must weigh 
include distance to VA facilities, type of care 
required, timeliness of available appointments, 
and whether or not the patient faces an excessive 
burden if forced to rely on VA care. 
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The next year will determine how VA will 
implement that charge. Will it strive, as VSOs have 
urged, to properly staff, maintain and resource 
existing VA health-care facilities, in tandem with 
efforts to strengthen private-care partnerships and 
modernize scheduling and billing processes to 
lower hurdles for accessing community care? Or 
will VA leaders under the Trump administration 
use the new law to shrink 
the federal bureaucracy, 
including VA, and to shift a 
large segment of veterans 
care to the private sector? 

Proponents on both sides 
of the privatization argument 
laud the MISSION Act, 
leaving veterans to wonder 
about its practical effects. 

sen. Patty Murray, D- 
Wash., a senior member of 
the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, was among the lawmakers who vowed 
to scrutinize closely how VA secretary nominee 
Robert Wilkie interprets the MISSION Act during 
his confirmation hearing - and, if confirmed, 
while leading the agency. 

Wilkie “will be asked about this and held 
accountable for it,” she added. “There is strong 
feeling among the veterans community, the VSOs, 
many legislators, that this cannot be a door opened 
to take away” a prized VA health-care system that 
is “so imperative to those who served us.” 

Murray said what the MISSION Act doesn’t do is 
remove political threats to VA care. 

“TI Know absolutely there are people working 
hard to undo the entire VA system - to privatize it 
and send our veterans out to care that may not be 
there, may be more expensive, probably won’t 
work for them and injuries they have,” she said. 
“And I am just as resolute, along with veterans 
organizations and many members of Congress, on 
making that not happen.” 

The House and Senate chairmen of the veterans 
affairs committees said they believe the complex 
law they collaborated on for months achieves the 
right balance between widening access to outside 
care and modernizing the VA health system. 
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Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for more than 40 years. 





What Adult Diaper 


p= Companies Don't 





I can keep doing what | want to do, 
without having to worry about running 
to the bathroom or changing my clothes. 
It’s a Godsend. ey 


— John in Michigan 


Covered by Medicare and 
Most Insurance Plans! 


Millions of men spend thousands of 
WCET Tei Vee MORO) MNT Cs 
not covered by Medicare. Diapers and 
pads can cost as much as $300 out of 
Were laters T@a MLO UPN Ci RM MOV 
covered by Medicare, VA/Tricare and 
over 3,000 insurance plans. Standard 
deductibles and copays apply. 


Get your insurance card and call Men's 
MTA N ACL ACO lame aCaOmM NMI TIL I= 
all paperwork, claims and billing to your 
insurance or medicare provider. 





Men's 


www.LiveMensLiberty.com 


Want Men To Know... 


Men’s Liberty keeps you dry and 
leak free for up to 24 hours. 


Urinary incontinence affects more than four 
million men in the United States of all ages. 
Diapers trap moisture, causing UTls, 
discomfort and odors. 


Finally there is an alternative solution for 
men that dependably replaces diapers, pads 
and condom catheters. Men's Liberty is a 
non-invasive external catheter option that 
is more comfortable and sanitary than adult 
diapers, easy to apply, discreet and keeps 
you dry 24/7. Whether you just dribble a bit 
or suffer from complete incontinence, Men’s 
Liberty could be the discreet, dignified, and 
dependable solution for you! 


1-833-501-7581 


Promo Code: AMLO818 


*30 days supply or more 


Susan Eisenhower's firsthand experience 
in international policy has guided her 
passion to educate. Photo by John Napolitano 


A Conversation With 
Susan Eisenhower 











Strategist, author and educator shares global career lessons with students. 


BY JEFF STOFFER 


hortly after Susan Eisenhower was born, her 
erandfather sent her a postcard from Europe 
where he commanded newly established NATO 
forces. He had recently taken up painting as a way to 
relax while leading on the front line of the post-World 
War II transformation. On the message side of the 
card, he had painted a colorful French garden. He 
wrote on the card, “Joyeux Anniversaire” - happy 
birthday, in French. The postcard is a priceless 
treasure for Susan Eisenhower, today an international 
policy consultant, author, strategist, educator and 
member of The American Legion’s 100th Anniversary 
Honorary Committee. 

The American Legion National Executive 
Committee passed a resolution last May reiterating 
the organization’s support for a memorial in 
Washington, D.C., honoring all that General and 
President Dwight Eisenhower meant to the nation 
and the world. A 2015 resolution by the 97th 
American Legion National Convention made clear one 
condition of the Legion’s support: that the memorial’s 
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design meet with approval from the Eisenhower 
family. Modifications to an earlier plan were made 
over the next year and a half, and in January 2017 the 
family agreed on a concept that conveys the legacy of 
the Supreme Allied Commander-Europe who liberated 
nations in World War II and, as president of the 
United States, gave America its space program, the 
interstate highway system, Veterans Day and a 
long-term vision for global peace. 

Susan Eisenhower had a unique vantage point on 
such developments, which fueled her own passion for 
international relations during and after the Cold War, 
including participation in the establishment of the 
International Space Station - now in its 20th year, 
having been visited by 18 nations, including many 
past adversaries of the United States. 

In an interview with The American Legion 
Magazine, Eisenhower describes her life growing up 
the granddaughter of one of history’s most revered 
figures, the career route she chose, the lessons she 
conveys to students today and the memorial to the 








life member of American 
Legion Post 39 in Abilene, 
Kan., who changed 
America and the world. 


What kind of grandfather 
was Dwight Eisenhower? 

You might say I had two i . 
parts to my relationship 
with Dwight Eisenhower: 
as a kid (he died when | 
was 17 and a half), and now as an adult. 

My grandfather always took a great interest in my 
siblings and me. In his retirement, he became a 
gentleman farmer. He was very pleased that I loved 
his farm. He had a few horses and I began to ride 
them. When I got older, I developed an interest in 
policy, specifically international relations. My siblings 
and I had the opportunity to meet many world 
leaders who came to the farm to meet Granddad. 

I often reflect on what a well-centered person he was. 
He had to make some really tough decisions, but at 
the same time had the most generous sweet side. 

As a kid I started showing horses (ponies in the 
beginning) and I won the walk-trot class of some 
horse show and brought back a little trophy. Suddenly 
it disappeared, only to reappear weeks later. 
Granddad presented it to me, mounted on a pedestal. 
The pedestal was larger than the little trophy, but 
what a sweet thing to do. He always wrote me 
longhand letters, giving me encouragement and 
support, which he did for all of my siblings. This is 
all the more special, given that he was one busy man. 

As an adult, I began to process the level of 
responsibility he had and why all these leaders 
wanted to visit him. In a way, I have spent my adult 
life learning about him from a completely different 
angle. He was an extraordinary man who not only 
shouldered an enormous amount of responsibility, 
but he did it with grace and confidence. 


What made your grandfather such a respected 
figure in history? 

General and later President Eisenhower came from 
modest circumstances, but he had extraordinary 
gifts. One of them was a capacity to make decisions 
and be forthright about them. He accomplished an 
enormous amount in his positions of authority, and 
he did so while showing respect for people no matter 
their political position, racial background or religious 
affiliation. 

Gen. George Marshall admired him, also because 
Eisenhower took responsibility for the outcome of his 
actions. Before he was deployed as commander of 





Eisenhower says she learns something new everytime 
she meets World War II veterans in Normandy. Photoby sett stotter 


forces in Europe, Ike sent a 
full division to Australia 
without permission. He was 
told to accomplish a certain 
mission, and he made the 
decision and took the 
responsibility. Marshall 
made special note of this. 
Marshall understood that 
he wouldn’t have to 
micromanage this man. He 
was also a gifted strategist. 


Describe the arc of your own career in 
international strategy. 

I started my career in the strategic communications 
area, later taking on the challenge of creating a policy 
mission for the Eisenhower Institute. In my capacity 
as president, I took an early group of Americans to 
the Soviet Union and, with the help of many people, 
staged the first open-policy debate in Soviet history. 
That debate is still remembered in many circles for 
bringing together Americans and Soviets at a time 
when such a thing was thought to be impossible. 
That’s when I discovered my passion. My real interest 
was not so much in strategic communications as it 
was in strategy more broadly. I love assessing a 
problem and finding ways to solve it. 

So for many years, I worked in the foreign-policy 
world and still do today. These days, I work on 
energy issues, which have as much to do with 
foreign-policy strategy as does arms control or space 
policy or any of the other components of the U.S.- 
Soviet/Russia relationship I worked on. Today, I do a 
fair amount of consulting on energy topics and 
business strategy. 


What was it like at the forefront of a new U.S.- 
Russian relationship? 

New U.S.-Russian relationship? I would say it 
began not long after Mikhail Gorbachev, the young 
chairman of the Soviet communist party, came to 
power. With the hint of an opening, our American- 
Soviet project, in 1986, brought American and Soviet 
citizens together with policymakers in a town hall 
meeting that we later understood played its own 
small role in unhinging the situation. Most of the 
Soviet population had never actually seen Americans 
or had observed a public debate. The Soviet Union 
televised our event from gavel to gavel, all five days. 
It was quite extraordinary. 

This event, which was organized by the 
Eisenhower Institute and the Chautauqua Institution 
of New York, also included memorable performances 
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in the evenings. American and Soviet musicians 

and ballet dancers, who couldn’t speak the same 
languages, got up and performed perfectly together. 
The contrast of these intensive debates in the day and 
these joint performances at night was thrilling. 


The International Space Station had to have 
been another extraordinary chapter in your 
career. 

What an honor it was for me to participate in the 
early stages of the building of the station. There 
were many dimensions - political, geopolitical, 
technical and financial. Dr. Roald Sagdeev and I had 
the opportunity to help NASA identify and secure 
Soviet participation in the early work on the station. 
Later I wrote a book called “Partners in Space: 
U.S.-Russian Cooperation after the Cold War.” Again, 
people with completely different backgrounds and 
languages figured out how to collaborate on the 
engineering and science to build one of the most 
ambitious engineering projects ever undertaken. The 
relationships between the United States and Russia 
that were formed there were fundamental and 
long-lasting. It was an enormous privilege for me to 
have the opportunity to contribute to that mission. 


Where has this all led? 

The event in 1986, my work in space, and my 
subsequent trips of behalf of the Department of 
Energy to Russia to visit nuclear facilities, were all 
done while I was running the Eisenhower Institute. 
In 2009, the institute merged with Gettysburg College 
because we saw an enormous benefit to be had in 
educating rising generations about public policy 
issues. Today, the Eisenhower Institute is a proud 
institute of Gettysburg College. 


What kind of education does the Eisenhower 
Institute provide? 

We serve as a bridge between the academic 
community and the world of work. It is an experience 
targeted for students who have already received a 
thorough academic and theoretical base. My own 
program at the institute focuses on strategy and 
leadership. Each year we choose a case study to 
examine, research and experience. In this capacity, 

I have had the opportunity to take students to 
Normandy. 

In the United States, we are not very good about 
teaching our children and students history, 
unfortunately. That is why it is so important for 
people to tell the younger generations not only about 
their experiences, but how this, and the experiences 
of others, fits into the context of contemporary times. 
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I am very passionate about this, both from the point 
of view of studying the strategy of World War II to 
studying the strategy of our contemporary foreign 
policy. Putting these things into context is critical to 
understand where we are today and how we got 
there. So, Iam having an adventure of a different 
kind - interacting with young people. 


How do you see American Legion youth 
programs as synergistic with your interests? 

I think The American Legion’s programs are 
extraordinary because they emanate from veterans 
themselves. Increasingly, Americans have a kind of 
separation from those who served in the military. It’s 
important for our public to understand who the 
people are who serve as the guarantors of our 
security. We need to put faces to the individuals who 
served their country. Veterans can also be at the 
forefront of asking young people to do something for 
their society. It is not only appropriate, but it also 
underscores their role as fighters for our democracy. 
Unfortunately, our society doesn’t have as many role 
models as it used to. So, this is really a very specific 
and important mission that the Legion undertakes. 


You often return to Normandy for D-Day 
anniversary ceremonies. What brings you back 
year after year? 

Each time I go, I take away a different telling of the 
story. With each passing decade, you see a different 
perspective on a set of finite events that took place 
more almost 75 years ago. Now, when I take a group 
of students there, I am looking at this from an 
entirely different perspective. I tell the strategic 
leadership story and we talk a lot about individual 
leadership in Normandy, often exhibited by soldiers, 
sailors and airmen who were not that much older 
than (the students) are. 

We often forget that (the U.S. troops) were really 
high school and early college age, so I try to tell the 
story from that perspective. That’s had a big impact, 
I believe. A number of my former students have 
written me to say that what they are dealing with, 
when facing a huge challenge in their careers or 
personal lives, is nothing compared to what their 
contemporaries did in Normandy. Context is so 
important for everything. 

I just studied the life of a young medic with the 
508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, who saved the 
lives of a number of people when his medic station 
was under attack by the Germans. I am sure when he 
joined the paratroopers - which he did for the extra 
pay - he thought he would go into combat and patch 
up some troops. He had no idea what was inside of 
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IMFINZI may not work for everyone. When attacking cancer 
cells, IMFINZI may also affect healthy cells. 


IMFINZI was proven to give people 3x more time without their 
cancer growing or spreading compared with placebo.* Until IMFINZI, 
there have been limited advancements to the current standard of 
care for unresectable Stage 3 NSCLC in the last 10 years. 


*In a clinical trial, the median time that people lived without their tumors growing or spreading was 16.8 months 
for the 476 patients receiving IMFINZI compared with 5.6 months for the 237 patients receiving placebo (no 


medication). Median is the middle number in a group of numbers arranged from lowest to highest. Overall 
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WHO IS IMFINZI FOR? 


IMFINZI® (durvalumab) is a prescription medicine used to treat a type of lung cancer called 
non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC). IMFINZI may be used when your NSCLC has not spread 
outside your chest, cannot be removed by surgery, and has responded or stabilized with Initial 
treatment with chemotherapy that contains platinum, given at the same time as radiation therapy. 


It is not Known if IMFINZI is safe and effective in children. 


What is the most important information | should know about IMFINZI? 
IMFINZI is a medicine that may treat a type of lung cancer by working with your immune system. 


IMFINZI can cause your immune system to attack normal organs and tissues and can affect the way 
they work. These problems can sometimes become serious or life-threatening and can lead to death. 


Call or see your healthcare provider right away if you develop any symptoms of the 
following problems or if these symptoms get worse: 


Lung problems (pneumonitis). Signs and symptoms may include new or worsening cough, 
shortness of breath, and chest pain. 


Liver problems (hepatitis). Signs and symptoms may include yellowing of your skin or the whites 
of your eyes, Severe nausea or vomiting, pain on the right side of your stomach area (abdomen), 
drowsiness, dark urine (tea colored), bleeding or bruising more easily than normal, and feeling 
less hungry than usual. 


Intestinal problems (Colitis). Signs and symptoms may include diarrhea or more bowel movements 
than usual: stools that are black, tarry, sticky, or have blood or mucus; and severe stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain or tenderness. 


Hormone gland problems (especially the thyroid, adrenals, pituitary, and pancreas). 
Signs and symptoms that your hormone glands are not working properly may include headaches 
that will not go away or unusual headaches; extreme tiredness, weight gain or weight loss; dizziness 
or fainting; feeling more hungry or thirsty than usual; hair loss; feeling cold; constipation; your 
voice gets deeper; urinating more often than usual; nausea or vomiting; stomach-area (abdomen) 
pain; and changes in mood or behavior, such as decreased sex drive, irritability, or forgetfulness. 
Kidney problems, including nephritis and kidney failure. Signs of kidney problems may include 
decrease in the amount of urine, blood in your urine, swelling of your ankles, and loss of appetite. 
Skin problems. Signs may include rash, itching, and skin blistering. 

Problems in other organs. Signs and symptoms may include neck stiffness; headache; confusion; 
fever; chest pain, shortness of breath, or irregular heartbeat (myocarditis); changes in mood or 
behavior; low red blood cells (anemia), excessive bleeding or bruising; muscle weakness or muscle 
pain; blurry vision, double vision, or other vision problems; and eye pain or redness. 

Severe infections. Signs and symptoms may include fever, cough, frequent urination, pain when 
urinating, and flu-like symptoms. 





Severe infusion reactions. Signs and symptoms may include chills or shaking, itching or rash, 
flushing, shortness of breath or wheezing, dizziness, fever, feeling like passing out, back or neck 
pain, and facial swelling. 


Getting medical treatment right away may help keep these problems from becoming 
more serious. Your healthcare provider will check you for these problems during your treatment 
with IMFINZI. Your healthcare provider may treat you with corticosteroid or hormone replacement 
medicines. Your healthcare provider may delay or completely stop treatment with IMFINZI if you 
have severe side effects. 


Before you receive IMFINZI, tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical 
conditions, including if you have immune system problems such as Crohn's disease, ulcerative 
colitis, or lupus; have had an organ transplant; have lung or breathing problems; have liver problems; 
or are being treated for an infection. 


lf you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant, tell your healthcare provider. IMFINZI can harm 
your unborn baby. If you are able to become pregnant, you should use an effective method of birth 
control during your treatment and for at least 3 months after the last dose of IMFINZI. Talk to your 
healthcare provider about which birth control methods to use. Tell your healthcare provider right 
away if you become pregnant during treatment with IMFINZI. 


lf you are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed, tell your healthcare provider. Itis not known if IMFINZI 
passes into breast milk. Do not breastfeed during treatment with IMFINZI and for at least 3 months 
after the last dose of IMFINZI. 


Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take. This includes prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 

What are the possible side effects of IMFINZI? 

IMFINZI can cause serious side effects (see earlier). 

The most common side effects in people with non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) include 
cough, feeling tired, inflammation in the lungs (pneumonitis), upper respiratory tract infections, 
shortness of breath, and rash. 

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 
These are not all the possible side effects of IMFINZI. Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
for more information. 

Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. You are 
encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.FDA.gov/MedWatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT IMFINZI® (im-FIN-zee) (durvalumab) INJECTION © IMFINZT 


WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
| SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IMFINZI? 


IMFINZI is a medicine that may treat a type of lung 
cancer by working with your immune system, 


IMFINZI can cause your Immune system to attack 
normal organs and tissues and can affect the way 
they work. These problems can sometimes 
become serious or life-threatening and can lead 
to death. 


Call or see your healthcare provider right away 
if you develop any symptoms of the following 
problems or these symptoms get worse: 


Lung problems (pneumonitis). Signs and 
symptoms of pneumonitis may include: 


e new or worsening cough 
e — shortness of breath 
e chest pain 


Liver problems (hepatitis). Signs and symptoms 
of hepatitis may include: 


e yellowing of your skin or the whites of your eyes 
e severe nausea or vomiting 
e pain on the right side of your stomach 
area (abdomen) 
drowsiness 
dark urine (tea colored) 
bleeding or bruising more easily than normal 
feeling less hungry than usual 


Intestinal problems (colitis). Signs and symptoms 
of colitis may include: 


e diarrhea or more bowel movements than usual 
e — stools that are black, tarry, sticky, or have 
blood or mucus 
e severe stomach area (abdomen) pain 
or tenderness 


Hormone gland problems (especially the 
thyroid, adrenals, pituitary and pancreas). 
signs and symptoms that your hormone glands are 
not working properly may include: 


e headaches that will not go away or unusual 
headaches 
extreme tiredness 
weight gain or weight loss 
dizziness or fainting 
feeling more hungry or thirsty than usual 
hair loss 
changes in mood or behavior, such as 
decreased sex drive, irritability, or forgetfulness 
feeling cold 
constipation 
your voice gets deeper 
urinating more often than usual 
nausea or vomiting 
stomach area (abdomen) pain 


Kidney problems, including nephritis and kidney 
failure. Signs of kidney problems may include: 


decrease in the amount of urine 
blood In your urine 

Swelling of your ankles 

loss of appetite 


Skin problems. Signs of these problems may include: 


e rash 
e itching 
e skin blistering 


(continued) 


Problems in other organs. Signs and symptoms 
may include: 


e neck stiffness 
headache 
e confusion 
fever 
chest pain, shortness of breath, or irregular 
heartbeat (myocarditis) 
changes in mood or behavior 
low red blood cells (anemia) 
excessive bleeding or bruising 
muscle weakness or muscle pain 
blurry vision, double vision, or other vision problems 
eye pain or redness 


Severe infections. Signs and symptoms may include: 


e fever 
cough 
frequent urination 
pain when urinating 
flu-like symptoms 


Severe infusion reactions. Signs and symptoms 
of severe infusion reactions may include: 


chills or shaking 

itching or rash 

flushing 

shortness of breath or wheezing 
dizziness 

fever 

feel like passing out 

back or neck pain 

facial swelling 


Getting medical treatment right away may help 


keep these problems from becoming more serious. 


Your healthcare provider will check you for these 
problems during your treatment with IMFINZI. Your 
healthcare provider may treat you with corticosteroid 
or hormone replacement medicines. Your healthcare 
provider may delay or completely stop treatment with 
IMFINZI, if you have severe side effects. 


WHAT IS IMFINZI? 
IMFINZI is a prescription medicine used to treat: 


e —atype of lung cancer called non-small cell 
lung cancer (NSCLC), IMFINZI may be used 
when your NSCLC: 


has not spread outside your chest 
cannot be removed by surgery, and 
has responded or stabilized with initial 
treatment with chemotherapy that 
contains platinum, given at the same 
time as radiation therapy. 


It is not known If IMFINZI is safe and effective 
in children. 





Before you receive IMFINZI, tell your healthcare 


provider about all of your medical conditions, 

including if you: 

e have immune system problems such as 
Crohn's disease, ulcerative colitis, or lupus 
have had an organ transplant 
have lung or breathing problems 
have liver problems 
are being treated for an infection 
are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
IMFINZI can harm your unborn baby. If you are 
able to become pregnant, you should use an 


(continued) 


Injection for Intravenous Use 50 mg/mL 


effective method of birth control during your 
treatment and for at least 3 months after the 
last dose of IMFINZI. Talk to your healthcare 
provider about birth control methods that you 
can use during this time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you become pregnant 
during treatment with IMFINZI. 

are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not 
known If IMFINZI passes into your breast milk. 
Do not breastfeed during treatment and for at 
least 3 months after the last dose of IMFINZI. 


Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines 
you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 


HOW WILL | RECEIVE IMFINZI? 


Your healthcare provider will give you IMFINZI 
into your vein through an intravenous (IV) line 
over 60 minutes, 

IMFINZI is usually given every 2 weeks, 

Your healthcare provider will decide how many 
treatments you need. 

Your healthcare provider will test your blood to 
check you for certain side effects. 

If you miss any appointments, call your 
healthcare provider as soon as possible to 
reschedule your appointment. 


WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS 
OF IMFINZI? 


IMFINZI CAN CAUSE SERIOUS SIDE 
EFFECTS, INCLUDING: 


SEE “WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION | SHOULD KNOW ABOUT IMFINZI?” 


The most common side effects of IMFINZI in people 
with NSCLC include: 

cough 

feeling tired 

inflammation in the lungs (oneumonitis) 

upper respiratory tract infections 

shortness of breath 

rash 


Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effect that bothers you or that does not go away. 


These are not all the possible side effects of IMFINZI. 
Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for 
more information. Call your healthcare provider for 
medical advice about side effects. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SAFE 
AND EFFECTIVE USE OF IMFINZI. 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes 
other than those listed in a Medication Guide. If you 
would like more information about IMFINZI, talk 
with your healthcare provider. You can ask your 
healthcare provider for information about IMFINZI 
that is written for health professionals. 
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The redesigned Eisenhower Memorial is scheduled to open in 2019. 


Artist rendering courtesy Eisenhower Memorial Commission; memorial design by Gehry Partners, LLP; tapestry by Tomas Osinski; sculpture by Sergey Eylanbekov 


him, and he saved a number of his patients while his 
station was under attack - making the ultimate 
sacrifice. There are so many hidden and unknown 
heroes. Also, there are some hidden and unknown 


stories of people who didn’t quite rise to the occasion. 


It is a massive human story. 

Normandy is also symbolic. It represents all the 
battlefields of World War II, especially in Europe. The 
extraordinary commitment and performance of 
American troops, for instance at the Battle of the 
Bulge, is every bit as heroic as what happened at 
Normandy. But there is something about the 
Normandy terrain that is so evocative and capable of 
creating this learning laboratory. 


Especially for the French, Normandy has a 
special meaning, doesn't it? 

The French don’t like the word invasion. They call 
it a liberation and rightly so. On the coast of France, 
June 6th is seen as a kind of July 4th, a Liberation 
Day. They set off fireworks, and young couples can 
be seen pushing strollers with their children into the 
village green, picnicking and celebrating. I simply 
can’t think of anything that is a more worthy way to 
remember the sacrifices of our Allied troops than the 
fact that the French people, especially along the 
coast, mark this as their liberation day and celebrate 
it as such. 


How did it strike you that The American 
Legion's support of the National Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Memorial in Washington, D.C., was 
conditional, based on acceptance by your 
family? 

I was deeply moved that The American Legion not 
only supported the idea of an Eisenhower Memorial, 
but also wanted to make sure that the Eisenhower 
family was aligned with the design and the theme. 


I am deeply grateful. I think what we are going to 
have today is a much more meaningful memorial, 
and this is in large part because The American 
Legion stood with us to help explain Ike’s legacy 
in a broader context. 


What was changed about the design? 

The original idea for the stainless steel tapestries 
was to picture a scene of Kansas. While it is 
tremendously important to mark the fact that a young 
boy from the middle, landlocked part of the country 
actually could rise and bear these extraordinary 
responsibilities and burdens as a general and 
president, these tapestries - which are a modern 
version of the old historic idea of tapestries - will 
now feature Pointe du Hoc, to symbolize “Normandy 
in Peacetime.” This is a wonderful symbolic backdrop 
to [ke’s career of public service. This depiction 
celebrates his legacy as Supreme Allied Commander 
of forces in Europe. Showing Normandy in peacetime 
symbolizes how President Eisenhower put together 
an enduring alliance to protect and secure the free 
world during the dangerous years of the Cold War. 


When is the memorial expected to be 
completed? 

The memorial commission is moving as quickly 
as possible so that we can be ready for the 75th 
anniversary of V-E Day. This is a big undertaking 
because the site itself needs a lot of infrastructure 
readjustments before the memorial can even built. 
And we will be marking Eisenhower as a youth, as it 
is perfectly right to do so. Again, we want to be 
inspiring young people to think about responsibility 
and public service. &% 


Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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Since their first encounter with nuclear weapons tests in the 1940s, U.S. servicemembers 
have been exposed to atomic radiation, toxic defoliants and choking burn pits, among other 
contaminations that, while slower-acting, are often just as lethal as bullets and bombs. In 
each of these situations, the government response to afflicted veterans’ needs for information, 
acknowledgment and health care has been even slower — decades of denial, followed by 
begrudging but limited acceptance and bureaucratic skepticism. The American Legion has 
been at the forefront of advocating on behalf of these veterans, from the Legion service officer 
in Iowa who helped Orville Kelly win the first atomic veteran’s claim, to the continuing fight 
for Agent Orange benefits and today’s work on behalf of post-9/11 veterans. 

In the third and final part of this series, The American Legion Magazine examines the 
plight of veterans exposed to the largely unacknowledged hazards of burn pits, as well 
as those who still seek help for Gulf War Illness. 


The burn pit ‘journey of hell’ 


Toxic smoke from massive trash dumps has scorched the health 


of thousands of post-9/11 veterans. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


hree days after Tammy McCracken’s 
| husband ran a half marathon in October 2010, 
he woke from biopsy surgery to learn he was 
being promoted to colonel. Eleven months later, he 
was dead. 

It was another year before McCracken made the 
connection between her late husband’s aggressive 
glioblastoma, which doubled in size every two 
weeks, and his exposure to toxic burn pits during a 
year-long deployment to Iraq. It took an additional 
three years and the help of an attorney and private 
medical experts to convince VA of the link. 

Scores of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans have 
developed heart and lung problems, cancer and a 
host of other strange diseases that medical experts 
believe are tied to their exposure to burn pits. Yet 
McCracken is one of few people to successfully 
pursue VA claims tied to the U.S. military’s massive 
sarbage-burning program in Iraq and Afghanistan 
— a practice so blatantly hazardous that it has been 
banned in the United States since the 1970s. And she 
worries VA will continue to stonewall tens of 
thousands of veterans and their families until it’s 
too late. 


“Tt’s the new Agent Orange,” she says. “They are 
waiting for everyone to die.” 

Remington Nevin, a doctor who served as a 
preventive health specialist with the 82nd Airborne 
in Afghanistan, shares her concern. “No one could 
have reasonably claimed that burning massive 
amounts of trash in close proximity to large 
numbers of troops wouldn’t have consequences,” 
Nevin says. “In the medical and scientific 
community, there is overwhelming agreement that 
exposure to burning trash is inherently harmful. It 
is reckless in the extreme.” 


‘TRAOI CRUD’ McCracken’s husband went to Iraq 
in early 2008 as a liaison between the Army and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. There were three football- 
field-size burn pits near Camp Victory, where he was 
stationed. He talked about the horrible air quality 
during Skype calls with his wife and developed a 
persistent cough so common among servicemembers 
that they called it the “Iraqi crud.” 

David McCracken came home just after Christmas 
suffering from headaches he blamed on stress. He 
finally sought medical treatment the following 
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summer and received prescription painkillers. 
But when he didn’t fully recover from anesthesia 
after routine surgery, physicians found an inoperable 
tumor growing in both hemispheres of his brain. 
Physicians told McCracken’s husband he would 
live another two to five years. Radiation slowed the 
tumor’s growth, and he tried every experimental 
treatment. He died Sept. 2, 2011 - 30 years to the 
day after he joined the Army. The circumstances of 
his deployment, exposure and death are strikingly 
similar to those of former Vice President Joe Biden’s 
eldest son, Beau. A Delaware National Guardsman, 
Beau also was stationed at Camp Victory, was the 
same age as David McCracken, and was diagnosed 
with brain cancer after returning from deployment. 
Biden first publicly raised the possibility that his 
son’s death was tied to burn-pit exposure last 
January. 


OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE Tammy McCracken’s 
attorney hired an occupational and environmental 
medicine physician to verify the link between 
burn-pit exposure and the fast-growing glioblastoma 
that took her husband’s life. Victoria Cassano’s 
résumé includes 24 years as a Navy physician, 
occupational and environmental medicine policy 
work at VA, and positions at DoD, in academia and 
at hospitals. 

While at VA, Cassano helped launch the Institute 
of Medicine (IOM) committee that ultimately 
concluded there’s not enough evidence to prove toxic 
burn-pit smoke harmed U.S. servicemembers. But 
she disagrees with several of the studies the IOM 
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An Army reservist, David 
McCracken returned from his 
deployment to Iraq in 2008 
with a persistent cough and 
headaches. After a routine 
surgery, physicians discovered 
an inoperable tumor growing 
in both hemispheres of his 


brain. Photo courtesy Tammy McCracken 


relied on to make its decision. What’s the right thing 
to do while the debate drags on? “I think it’s worse 
to deny one veteran who should be compensated 
than it is to compensate a hundred veterans who 
shouldn’t be,” Cassano says. “In cases where there’s 
a good possibility the disease is due to military 
exposure, we should compensate the veteran.” 

Meanwhile, deliberate efforts to manufacture 
doubt are appalling, Nevin says. “VA is doing what 
it normally does: stall for time under the guise of 
scientific uncertainty,” he says. “This is the same 
strategy tobacco companies, asbestos companies and 
chemical companies use. The time to act is when 
you have plausible evidence that veterans are ill and 
dying because of their exposure to burn-pit smoke 
— not certainty.” 

VA should follow the example of states that 
presumptively grant workers’ compensation benefits 
to firefighters who develop heart disease, pulmonary 
disease and certain cancers known to be related to 
smoke exposure, Nevin adds. 


DATA TRAIL As she pursed a VA claim on behalf 
of herself and her three children, McCracken 
realized she had another way to prove David’s 
exposure. She’d worked for the military contractor 
that catalogued U.S. infrastructure in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including burn pits. In fact, McCracken 
was the stateside project leader for the team that 
took an on-the-ground inventory in the Middle East 
during David’s deployment. She filed a detailed 
Freedom of Information Act request, identifying the 
computer servers where the burn-pit inventory was 
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stored. DoD insisted the data didn’t exist. 

However, Mike Keister - a Vietnam veteran and 
retired Marine who led the ground team in Iraq 
— confirms his company surveyed 23 U.S. bases and 
sent data on everything (including the size and 
location of each burn pit) to the Army. The massive 
garbage fires shocked Keister. “When I first saw the 
burn pits, I thought, ‘There’s not a county in the 
United States that would allow this,’” he says. 

Only two of the bases Keister’s team surveyed in 
Iraq used incinerators. The rest burned everything 
from plastic bottles to mattresses and electronics in 
burn pits. Taji, site of a prison for Iraqi detainees, 
was particularly awful for U.S. guards. “You could 
barely breathe,” Keister says. “I can’t believe we 
would do that.” 

Yet the U.S. military had a substantial garbage- 
disposal problem. “Somebody made that choice,” 
Keister says of the burn-pit solution. “And people got 
sick because of these choices.” 


DREAM DENIED LeRoy Torres is one of them. His 
breathing problems started during his 2007-2008 
tour as a company commander near Balad. That led 
to frequent trips to the emergency room once he was 
back in Texas, says his wife, Rosie. Mounting 
medical problems forced him to leave the Army 
Reserve just as he was applying for his dream job as 
a chaplain. His health issues also cost him his 
civilian job as a Texas state trooper. “It’s been a 
journey of hell, holding his hand on the days he 
feels like giving up because he’s not that state 
trooper or company commander,” Rosie says. 

LeRoy Torres was eventually diagnosed with 
constrictive bronchitis. He also has headaches, 
gastrointestinal issues, memory loss and pitting 
edema. Doctor appointments are almost a daily 
necessity. Even so, VA denies that his crippling 
health problems were caused by burn-pit exposure, 
a decision that nearly cost the couple and their three 
children their home, due to his inability to work. 
“When we received his rating letter, I went through 
the roof,” Rosie says. “You are telling me he receives 
0 percent for the disease that ended his career and 
could possibly claim his life?” 

Drawing on her experience as a former VA 
employee, Rosie was able to get LeRoy’s disability 
rating increased to 30 percent because he has to take 
steroids for his lung problems. But most returning 
servicemembers don’t have the knowledge or 
stamina to navigate the VA system, where she 
worked for 23 years. “People just give up ... and 
some give up and commit suicide.” 

The frustration drove the couple to start BurnPits 
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360 and begin publicizing the data about burn-pit- 
related cancers and deaths. “We want the VA 
secretary and the president to know that one of the 
greatest disservices to those who served is to become 
invisible,” Rosie says. “It is our moral obligation as a 
nation to help our warriors and their families.” 

Like LeRoy Torres, Navy reservist Michael Little 
became ill during his deployment to Iraq. He spent a 
year as a prison guard adjacent to a burn pit at 
Camp Bucca. “The black smoke was so thick, it was 
like fog,” says Little, a life member of American 
Legion Post 106 in McLeansboro, Ill. “It was 
dangerous. Sometimes you couldn’t see if the detain- 
ees were up to something.” 

The 115-degree heat made wearing a gas mask 
unbearable. Smoke also permeated living quarters, 
and Little often woke up coughing. He was hospital- 
ized in Iraq with severe headaches that the medical 
staff wrote off to dehydration. 

Little served a subsequent tour as a prison guard 
at a base in Afghanistan. Even though that base had 
a crude incinerator, the result was nearly as noxious 
as the choking smoke he was forced to breathe in 
Iraq. After he came home, he developed irritable 
bowel syndrome, PTSD and other medical issues. 
He’s receiving treatment at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center while he appeals the Navy’s 
denial of his medical claims. 

And worrying about his future. 


DISBELIEF More than 129,000 veterans have 
entered their names and data in the VA Airborne 
Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry since 2013. 
Another 59,660 started but didn’t complete the 
registration process, the agency says. But just 1,840 
veterans have been granted VA benefits for burn-pit- 
related claims. “There is not enough evidence to 
conclude what health problems are related to burn 
pits,” a VA spokesman says. 

Veterans and families now see the registry as a 
diversion. “They are stalling for time,” McCracken 
says. “I also feel like they are doing everything 
possible to disprove what is so obvious to those who 
suffer and those who witness the suffering.” 

One of the most tragic aspects of the burn-pit 
problem: it was avoidable. “Fundamentally, there 
was never any need for U.S. personnel to be exposed 
to this self-created health hazard,” Nevin says. 

The Special Inspector General for Afghanistan 
Reconstruction concurs. “Given the fact that DoD 
has been aware for many years of the significant 
health risks associated with open-air burn pits, it is 
indefensible that U.S. military personnel, who are 
already at risk of serious injury and death when 
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fighting the enemy, were put at 
further risk from the potentially 
harmful emissions from the use 
of open-air burn pits,” John 
Sopko wrote in a 2015 report. 
While most U.S. bases in 
Afghanistan had incinerators, 
they were never assembled, were 
operated poorly or not used for 
strategic reasons. Instead, the 
military largely used burn pits, 
despite knowing the risks to the 
troops, to save money. 

Burn-pit veterans and their 
families are angry and baffled. 
“Both of my sons are Marines 
and served in the Iraq War,” says 
Doug Dubrish, a Vietnam-era Air 
Force veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 225 in 
Lansing, Mich. “One son received 
the Purple Heart, and my other 
son received a different kind of 
souvenir: cancer.” 

Scott Dubrish, who carries 
shrapnel in his leg from a 
roadside bomb, is still in the 
Marines. Brian Dubrish, who was 
exposed to intense burn-pit 
smoke, left the service and works 
for a university in Michigan. Over 
the past two years, he’s had 
tumors removed from his heart, 
spine and lymph nodes, and dealt 
with other cancers. 

“He had no choice but to inhale 
the air from nearby burn pits,” 
Dubrish says. “And it’s not just an 
issue for Brian, it’s an issue for 
tens of thousands of people.” 

Like Tammy McCracken and 
thousands of other widows, 
families and veterans, Dubrish 
worries VA will continue to delay 
and deny burn-pit claims 
indefinitely. “My concern is they 
will drag their feet for 20 years 
like they did with Agent Orange,” 
he says. “People don’t have 
20 years.” & 


Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor 
to The American Legion 
Magazine. 
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Gulf War 
Illness 
researcher 
recruiting 
veterans 
for study 





, - 
tina 
Ted Dubain lrag Photo courtesy Ted Duba 


Ted Duba’s most indelible memory of the first Gulf War is the horrible smell and 
perpetual darkness from being surrounded by more than 130 burning oil wells. 

“There were four days we literally didn’t see sunlight because the smoke was so 
thick,” says Duba, a Navy nurse who served with a medical battalion in Kuwait. 

About a year after Operation Desert Storm ended, Duba’s brain felt so foggy he 
questioned his ability to continue working as an intensive-care charge nurse on 
the open-heart surgery unit at Balboa Naval Medical Center in San Diego. He was 
one of about 40 Gulf War veterans to report their symptoms at a VA symposium in 
November 1992. “After all of us described what we were experiencing, the VA 
representative said, ‘It’s all in your head.” 

Duba was repeatedly rebuffed by VA when he went back with joint pain, 
chronic fatigue and other health problems linked to Gulf War Illness (GWI). His 
wife suffered two miscarriages. He left nursing out of concern for safety of his 
patients, and lost his marriage. “| went from an ICU-trained open-heart surgery 
nurse to driving baggage out to the airplane,” Duba says. “That’s a hit to your 
self-confidence.” 

He finally found a physician who gave credence to his health issues when he 
met Beatrice Golomb at the University of California San Diego (UCSD) in 2017. 

“Dr. Golomb and her team have given me hope,” Duba says. 

Golomb, a professor of medicine at UCSD who saw patients at the San Diego 
VA until 2012, has long been troubled by VA's treatment of Gulf War veterans. 

“| consider it one of the crimes of medicine that physicians don’t take patients’ 
concerns seriously,” Golomb says. “We see this a lot in patients who have chemical 
exposure.” 

A former RAND Corporation researcher with expertise in a range of exposure 
issues, Golomb is now conducting several GWI studies. There’s just one problem: 
She needs information from a lot more Gulf War veterans, and healthy non- 
veterans, to complete her research. 

Golomb is recruiting for a study on whether chemical exposure diminished the 
muscle’s ability to make enough energy. She’s also studying genetic changes, 
blood chemistry profiles and other issues to better understand the causes of - 
and potential treatments for — GWI. And she is compiling all the treatments Gulf 
War veterans have tried, along with data on what has helped and what hasn't. 

The results of all of the studies will help more than just former servicemembers. 

“Unfortunately, the exposures Gulf War veterans experienced are similar to 
those that arise in civilian settings,” Golomb says, citing organophosphate 
exposure in agriculture workers as an example of something that causes similar 
fatigue and cognitive problems. “So what we learn in Gulf War veterans helps in 
future wars — but it also helps us understand the risks of other exposures.” 

— Ken Olsen 


To participate in the studies, contact Janis Ritchie, study coordinator: 
B (858) 558-4950, ext. 203 | &R www.golombresearchgroup.org 


[=] jbritchie@ucsd.edu, golombresearch@ucsd.edu 
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Olympic gold medalist 
and American Legion 
air-rifle champion 
shares what the sport 
has taught her. 
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nside a black box in her Kalispell, Mont., home 
is Jamie (Beyerle) Corkish’s gold medal from the 
2012 Summer Olympics in London. Six years 
after she won it in 50-meter three-position rifle 
shooting, the hardware still stirs her emotions. 

Now retired from her competitive rifle career, 
Corkish, 34, has a wall of medals earned in rifle 
competitions stretching back to her youth, including 
The American Legion’s Junior 3-Position Air Rifle 
National Precision Championship in 2002. 

She got involved with the sport at age 6 when she 
and her older brother practiced shooting BB guns in 
the basement of their home in Lebanon, Pa. Two 
years later Corkish was shooting competitively. Her 
success earned her a spot on the University of Alaska 
rifle team and an Olympics debut in Beijing in 2008. 
She was also a USA Shooting athlete. 

A member of The American Legion’s 100th 
Anniversary Honorary Committee, Corkish recently 
talked to The American Legion Magazine about her 
experience with shooting sports and what it took for 
her to come back stronger in the 2012 Olympics after 
missing a podium spot in Beijing on her last shot. 


What did you enjoy about The American 
Legion's air rifle competition? 

It’s the top 15 junior shooters, so it’s a very 
competitive match. When you’re going into a match 
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like that with only 15 people, you get to know a lot of 
the competitors really well, so it’s an intimate match. 
Youre at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado 
Springs, and when you're a high school student it’s 
just cool to go out there. So it’s awesome there’s that 
partnership with USA Shooting and The American 
Legion. The pressure is high in a match like that, and 
learning to be successful in shooting is all about 
learning to deal with pressure. Anytime you can get 
yourself into a match like that - any competition 
that’s high-pressure is definitely a benefit. 

The awesome thing about the Legion is that you 
get a scholarship out of it. It adds some pressure to 
the match that there is an opportunity to win a 
scholarship that is supported by the Legion, which is 
just amazing for youth. With this experience, you’re 
not just winning another trophy, you’re winning 
more of an opportunity for yourself in the future. 


What did shooting sports teach you? 

You know, perseverance is probably one of the 
biggest things you learn through this sport. You’re 
going to fail, you’re going to have your ups and 
downs, and you have to learn to get over those. When 
you become successful in anything, sometimes it’s 
hard to continue to be successful. When you're 
ranked No. 1 in the world it’s sometimes a lot harder 
to compete than when you’re the one chasing the top. 
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I have learned 
determination, 
self-motivation. 
Shooting is all about 
your own ability to get 
yourself to the range 
and want to train for 
extended periods of 
time. I trained five to 
six days a week, about 
four to six hours a day 
on the range. I did 
off-range training as 
well. It’s big-time self-motivation. You’re not getting 
with your team to go practice; it’s all about you 
having that self-motivation to get there. A lot of those 
skills I don’t think I would have learned if I wasn’t a 
competitive shooter. 


What does it take to become a good 
marksman? 

Shooting becomes such a mental sport. You’re 
trying to control your heart rate, you're trying to use 
your breathing technique to calm yourself down, and 
it’s difficult. You don’t realize how much goes into 
such a sport where you're just standing still, or laying 
down, or Kneeling. It’s such a different kind of 
athleticism. You’re trying to hit a pencil point at 10 
meters, a period on a piece of paper. So that becomes 
a mental game. | think what makes a good shooter is 
to be able to control all of those things. 

Discipline is huge, along with time management. 
There are days you don’t want to go to the range. 
There’s so many different choices today, especially for 
young kids. You can go play video games, play 
different sports, be on the computer, watch television. 
You're choosing to put your time into shooting and 
not those other things. It’s not necessarily discipline 
in matches. It’s the discipline to go practice. 


How did you overcome the disappointment of 
the 2008 Olympics to move forward? 

It’s so easy to view failure in the wrong way. In 
2004, I was ranked No. 5 in the world but didn’t 
make the Olympic team. That was probably my first 
major failure in shooting sports. I was in college still, 
and my national coach at the time had to sit down 
with me and persuade me to continue in this sport. 
After 2008, it was a similar feeling. I never thought, 
“’m not going to continue on with this.” It was more, 
“I’m determined not to let this happen again.” I can 
get to the final and shoot a great last shot, and that’s 
what I worked on. You learn so much more from your 
mistakes than you do from your successes. 
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Corkish won an Olympic gold medal during the women’s 50-meter 
rifle 3-position event Aug. 4, 2012, at the Royal Artillery Barracks in 


London. us. Army photo by Tim Hipps, IMCOM Public Affairs 


What did you focus 
on for the next four 
years to make a 
comeback in 2012? 
For the next four 
years, I realized that 
the last shot in the 
Olympic final is a very 
difficult shot to take. 
So every final I ever 
made or practiced | 
visualized myself at 
2012, shooting through those emotions. I would put 
myself in that scenario so I would have a more 
successful shot there. And it paid off for sure. In 
2012, my last shot in the final was a 10.8, which is 0.1 
points lower than a perfect shot. It was definitely 
worth the four years of working for that last shot. 


Describe what was it like to stand on top of 
the podium holding the U.S. flag. 

It’s still emotional to think about it. I’m not up 
there just as Jamie Corkish. I’m up there representing 
Team United States of America. Just having that time 
to hear your national anthem and really think about 
all the people who helped you succeed and get you to 
that point is what I think is special about it. 

Veterans are part of those hundreds of people on 
the podium who I thought about, who helped me win 
that medal. Every person I came across had some 
type of influence on me; with the American Legion 
program, those veterans had a huge influence on me. 
I wouldn’t have gotten that college scholarship if it 
weren't for those veterans willing to give their time to 
the community. 


How do you advocate for the sport today? 

I do some personal coaching of junior shooters. 
I also do my own clinics around the country and 
teach hunters education. I’m a huge advocate of 
safety in shooting sports, and I think any time I can 
teach someone what guns did for me is important. 
I have a lot of success in life because of guns, and it’s 
a great opportunity for me to pass that message on. 
I got a college scholarship because of guns. I have an 
Olympic medal because of guns. There are a lot of 
positives in my life that happened because of guns, 
and in our world right now I think that’s a great 
message to get out. Shooting sports is probably one of 
the safest sports for youth. & 


Cameran Richardson is editor of The American Legion 
Dispatch. 
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Oregon’s Highways of Honor 


Nation's oldest Medal of Honor recipient wins designation of border-to-border 
veterans highways - an effort supporters hope will spread coast to coast. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


Bob Maxwell and Dick 
Tobiason hope Oregon’s new 
Medal of Honor Highway - the 
longest such in the United 
States - is the beginning of a 
nationwide movement. 
Because of their efforts, the 
Oregon Legislature designated 
the 451-mile stretch of U.S. 
Highway 20 from Newport, 
Ore., east to the Idaho border 
as a tribute to the state’s 
current and future Medal of 
Honor recipients. Now they 


Legislature to designate five 
other veterans highways, 
including the World War II 
Veterans Historic Highway, 
which connects eight wartime 
training sites between The 
Dalles in the north to the 
California border in the south. 
There’s also the border-to- 
border Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Highway, and roads 
honoring World War I and 
Korean War veterans. 

The Persian Gulf, 





Bob Maxwell, left, and Dick Tobiason 


Photo courtesy Bob Maxwell 


hope other states will follow Afghanistan and Iraq Veterans 
their lead, until Highway 20 is America’s Medal of Memorial Highway along the coast is believed to be 
Honor Highway from coast to coast. the first in the United States honoring men and 


Even if that 3,300-mile dream is never realized, the | women who served in those wars, Tobiason says. 
two Legionnaires from Stevens-Chute Post 4 in Bend Interstate 5 in Oregon was named The Purple Heart 


have put Oregon servicemembers on the map. In Trail, connecting similarly designated stretches of I-5 
addition, the Bend Heroes Foundation - Tobiason is in Washington and California and creating a Purple 
chairman and Maxwell is director - persuaded the Heart Trail that runs from Canada to Mexico. 
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“Dick has been 
relentless in 
getting 
recognition for 
Oregon veterans,” 
says Sen. Brian 
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the Bend Heroes 
Foundation will 
install bronze 
plaques in the 12 
Oregon cities with 
connections to the 
state’s Medal of 













Committee. 

Tobiason’s efforts \ 
not only honor 

those who served in past conflicts, but set the stage 
for support of veterans in the future. 

This work also resonates with veterans outside 
Oregon. “I can’t say enough about Dick’s efforts to do 
this,” says Jim Taylor, an Army veteran who received 
the Medal of Honor for rescuing wounded soldiers 
from armored attack vehicles and taking out an 
enemy machine gun crew in Vietnam in 1967. He was 
wounded by a mortar round. 

“They are honoring not only the Medal of Honor 
recipients, but also all the great men and women who 
serve their country.” 

Tobiason was inspired to champion highways 
honoring wartime veterans while traveling across the 
country. So he enlisted Maxwell’s help with the 
Medal of Honor and World War II highways and 
began building the case. 

“He’s been my inspiration for 14 years,” Tobiason 
says of Maxwell, who is the nation’s oldest living 
Medal of Honor recipient. American Legion posts in 
Oregon, and Past National Commander Charles 
Schmidt, have helped dedicate the highway signs. 

No taxpayer funds have gone toward the six 
highway designations. The Bend Heroes Foundation 
raised $110,000 to pay for the 79 highway signs along 
what is now 2,500 miles of roads recognizing 
Oregonians’ military service. It means drivers 
crossing the state will encounter a highway sign 
honoring veterans about every hour, Tobiason says. 
This includes approximately 500,000 Oregon veterans 
who have served in five major conflicts since World 
War I - 6,022 who were killed and 15,000 who were 
wounded. 

For its part, Oregon’s Medal of Honor Highway 
acknowledges 26 veterans with ties to the state who 
have received the nation’s highest award for valor. 

A dozen other states have similar highway 
designations, Tobiason says. But none honor all of the 
recipients with ties to the particular state or extend 
border to border. In addition to the highway signs, 
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Honor recipients, so 
people can learn 
about the veterans, 
their lives and 
contributions. 

“What’s most 
rewarding is 
bringing unknown Medal of Honor recipients to the 
attention of the public - not just on paper in some 
obscure archive, but right in front of people when 
they drive down the road,” Maxwell says. 

This includes four Medal of Honor recipients with 
Oregon ties who were rediscovered as a result of 
Tobiason’s work. Two served in the Civil War, one 
served in the Philippine Insurrection and one helped 
put down the Boxer Rebellion in China. All have, or 
will receive, new grave markers noting the award. 

Maxwell, however, is not looking for recognition for 
himself. “I’m just one of 26 - proud to be among 
those people who have done great things, either 
saving lives or advancing a military objective.” 

The first two signs on U.S. Highway 20 were 
installed between Bend and Sisters on Oct. 26 - 
Maxwell’s 97th birthday. A World War II Army 
veteran, Maxwell saved three soldiers when he threw 
himself on a German hand grenade in Besancon, 
France, in 1944. Maxwell lost part of his right foot 
and suffered shrapnel wounds when the grenade 
exploded. President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Maxwell’s Medal of Honor proclamation shortly 
before the president died. 

The 12th and final Oregon Medal of Honor Highway 
sign was erected near Corvallis in early May, with a 
dedication ceremony at Oregon State University’s 
Memorial Union - a building that has special 
significance because it was built by World War I 
Medal of Honor recipient Edward C. Allworth. 

From there, Tobiason and Maxwell, both Army 
combat veterans, will focus eastward. 

“We are working with veterans in Idaho - where 
I was born - to extend the Medal of Honor Highway 
across 411 miles of U.S. Highway 20,” Maxwell says. 
“T believe other states will soon follow Oregon’s lead 
once they find out about it.” & 
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Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 


The new more powertul HearClear™ HCR2 rechargeable 
hearing aid combines advanced technology with a low 
price to provide you with outstanding value. 


5 Star Reviews! 


Outstanding Product! “This product 


is outstanding. Dad loves it, my mom 
loves it, and | am grateful! Don’t 
believe that you have to spend a lot of 
money to get a quality hearing aid” 


— 


HCR2 Features! ‘ 


Digital sound processing chip 
provides crystal clear sound and 
makes speech easier to understand 
with less feedback than old analog 
technology 


Don’t worry about replacing 
batteries! Full Charge Gives 16 
Hours of Use! (Charger Included) 


Easy On / Off Button 


Automatic Noise Reduction and 
Feedback Cancellation 


100% Money Back Guarantee 


4 Programs for different listening 
situations 


Even Better In Pairs! 


Your brain is designed to use both ears 
working together. In fact, studies show 
that you may be 
able to hear up to 3 
times better in noisy 
situations when 
using two hearing 
aids. Buy a pair for 
the best results and 
maximum savings! 





Not available in the state of Washington 


© Advanced Affordable Hearing — 
Affordable Quality Since 1996! 





A) Microphone 

B) Program Button 

C) Volume Control 

D) USB Charging Port & 
Rechargeable Battery 

E) Digital Processor 

F) Receiver (Speaker) 

G) Sound Tube 


Simple. 
Affordable. 
Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aid - For Only $229!* 


The new HearClear™ HCR2 Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids are 
now available to you for an unbelievably affordable price! The HCR2 is 
packed with same key technologies that all high end digital hearing aids 
share while leaving out the extra bells and whistles that increase cost and 
require expensive adjustments. [his helps you hear better, while saving 
you a lot of money. 


Your new HearClear HCR2 hearing 
aids work at a fraction of the cost of 
name-brand hearing aids, and you dont 
have to keep changing the batteries! 
You will love the discreet, comfortable, 
lightweight Open-fit design. The HCR2 48 shipped directly to you and 
pre-programmed for most hearing losses. It will help you hear better 
right out of the box and does not require professional appointments to 
make costly adjustments. 


List Price: $849. 
Sale Price: 2a 


You can spend thousands for an expensive hearing aid, or you can 
spend just $249 for a hearing aid that is great for most hearing losses 
(only $229 each when you buy a pair — hear up to 3 times better than 
wearing just one). We are so sure you will love your hearing aids that 
we offer a 100% Money Back Guarantee - Risk Free if you are not 
satisfied for any reason. 


MONEY SAVING OFFER! 
Use Coupon Code: AL88 


1-888-397-6632 


*Only $229 Each When You Buy A Pair! 
(Coupon Code & Price Valid For A Limited Time Only) 
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Atlanta Braves 
manager Brian 
Snitker played 
American Legion 
Baseball as a youth 


in Decatur, Ill. 
Photo by Jacob Langston 





AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 





Managers bring Legion Baseball experience to the majors 


Across the nation, Major League teams are filled with 
former American Legion Baseball players who have gone on 
to the professional ranks. 

With 77 former American Legion Baseball players in the 
Hall of Fame, the on-field stories of legends like Ted Williams, 
Bob Feller, Yogi Berra, Tony Gwynn, Greg Maddux and Stan 
Musial have been well documented. 

In the dugout, other former American Legion players have 
made an impression, too. 

The late Hall of Fame manager Sparky Anderson won the 
1951 American Legion World Series with Crenshaw, Calif., Post 
715 and reflected fondly on his Legion Baseball experience. 
“Legion Baseball players measure up to the finest traditions 
of the game in tangible ways,” he told guests at the 1996 
American Legion World Series banquet in Roseburg, Ore. 

In recent years, Legion Baseball alumni have received 
numerous managerial awards, including the 2017 American 
League Manager of the Year award. All four candidates 
played Legion Baseball. Paul Molitor, the 1996 American 
Legion Graduate of the Year, led his hometown Twins to a 
26-win improvement. Molitor beat out Cleveland’s Terry 
Francona, who played Legion Baseball in Pennsylvania, and 
World Series champion A.J. Hinch, who played in Oklahoma. 
Rounding out the voting was Yankee manager Joe Girardi, a 
Sons of The American Legion member and Peoria, Ill., Legion 
Baseball alum. 

Already a World Series champion and three-time Manager 
of the Year, Jim Leyland, who played American Legion 
Baseball for Pemberville Freedom Post 183 in Ohio, added to 
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his résumé by leading Team USA to a gold medal at the 2017 
World Baseball Classic. 

“| got a chance to manage for our country, the coaches got 
a chance to coach for our country, the players got a chance 
to play for our country, but this is for the people who serve 
our country,” Leyland said. 

Oakland A’s manager Bob Melvin enjoyed a long and 
successful baseball career leading his Palo Alto, Calif., Post 
375 team to the 1980 American Legion World Series. 

“American Legion for me was probably the time that | felt 
like (a career in baseball) was the direction | was going,” he 
said. “Those were the best baseball times of my life.” 

Brian Snitker, manager of the Atlanta Braves, said his years 
playing Legion Baseball in Illinois “gave me a platform to be 
seen because there are always scouts at American Legion 
games. It had a big part in my development as a player and 
helping me get a jump on a professional career.” 

Success as a skipper isn’t limited to the Major League. 
Gene Stephenson has the third-most wins as a college coach 
in history, winning 1,798 games for Wichita State and leading 
the Shockers to seven College World Series appearances and 
26 NCAA Tournaments. Stephenson is a Legionnaire, a 
Legion Baseball and Boys State alum, and a color 
commentator for the American Legion World Series. 

Catch Stephenson and all of the American Legion World 
Series action on ESPN3 Aug. 16-17 and ESPNU Aug. 18-21. 

— Jeremy Field 


Watch a video online: €§ www.legion.org/baseball 
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Why Ghoose Our Tubs? | Our tubs are designed to easily fit your existing tub space 
without full remodeling or further installation—you’ll wonder 


why you waited so long. 


v Lowest Price Guarantee 


v Industry’s Leading Low 


Step-In e Our easy-entry tubs feature low step-ins—you just walk right in— 
vy Hand-held Shower Wand perfect for those with reduced mobility or limited range of motion. 
v New Heated Seat and e Every tub comes with ergonomic seating, built-in grab bars and 

Backrest anti-slip flooring. Plus, all controls are easy to reach, hold and turn. 


v 10 Hydro Massage Jets e Relax with 10 hydro-massage jets positioned perfectly to target sore 


v Family Owned and Operated muscles and joints—your 
v MicroSoothe® Advanced Air tub is like a therapeutic spa! Call today and receive 
Therapy System EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS of 


It’s time to take your first step 
v Lifetime Warranty on Entire towards feeling great and stay 
Tub and Labor in the home you love. Call 
v Professional Installation and Now to schedule your Free 


Service Included In-Home Consultation and 


v Made in America Receive Exclusive Discounts. FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 


For your FREE information kit and our Senior Discounts, Call Toll-Free — et. 


1-800-964-8857 Bees 
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B-17 Memorial Park ‘a place of joy’ 


BY STEVE B. BROOKS 


For most of Paula Corrado’s life, the small city of Sheridan, 
Ark., represented pain and death. It was there that a B-17F 
carrying Corrado’s father — Tech Sgt. Peter Ivanovich — and 
eight other Army Air Force crew members crashed March 12, 
1943, killing all of them. 

Thanks to the work of Finis Gallion American Legion 
Post 30 and others in the Sheridan community, though, the 
crash site now means something different to Corrado. The 
post spearheaded an effort to create a memorial to the crew 
of the Flying Fortress, as well as all Grant County residents 
killed in action from World War | to Vietnam. 

Corrado had mixed feelings when she found out about 
Post 30’s plans — feelings that changed when she visited the 
site. “I feel like my dad and his crew are alive in the heart,” 
she says. “It’s a place of joy. It’s a wonderful celebration of 
their lives and their sacrifice. | don’t feel death. | feel life.” 

Located on land owned by Post 30, the American Legion 
B-17 Veterans Memorial Park features a life-size replica of the 
plane, a 33-foot-wide black granite wall with photos and 
information on the plane’s crew, the crash site’s original 
memorial, a plaque honoring a Boy Scout who cleaned up 
the area in 1984, two walls honoring the county’s KIAs up to 
the Vietnam War, and two markers honoring Union and 
Confederate soldiers killed during the Battle of Jenkins’ 
Ferry. Surrounding the memorial are the U.S. flag, the 
POW-MIA flag, the Arkansas state flag, and nine flags from 
the states where each of the crewmen lived. 

The original monument was erected in 1944, but the 
swampy area around it caused the memorial to be forgotten 
by most. In 2010, two World War II veterans — Curtis Clark and 
Floyd Aldridge — found it in the middle of a swamp at a tilt. 

“Floyd said, ‘This is not right,” recalls Gary Kelley, Post 30's 
commander. “That started an idea of doing something else. 
It kept growing.” 


46 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE AUGUST 2018 


Together with fellow Post 30 member Fred Puckett, they 
were the first to envision restoring the memorial and its 
surrounding area. Post 30 purchased the acre on which it 
stood, then started applying for state grants to fund the 
project, as well as reaching out to local businesses and 
individuals for assistance. Disabled American Veterans 
Chapter 56 in Sheridan got involved and raised funds, too. 

The original vision for the memorial, according to Post 30 
Historian Nelson Mears, was smaller. “We wanted to honor 
the veterans killed in the plane,” he says. “None of us knew 
anything about the nine boys on it. As we found out more 
and got to know the guys, we wanted to do more.” 

More than 300 dumptruck loads of material to fill the 
swampy area were donated by Sheridan White Rock and 
Arkansas Decorative Stone. Acme Brick donated close to 
20,000 bricks for construction. Another business provided 
metal panels to create the plane. Most of the labor was 
provided by trustees from the Sheridan Detention Center. 

“Nearly everything you see here is donated,” Mears says. 
“The grants totaled about $47,000, and another $50,000 was 
raised. That’s what built this park — that and the free labor.” 

The memorial was dedicated in 2015, with a ceremony that 
included the crew’s relatives. “You say, ‘Please, God, let me 
know it’s worth it...and that someone's always going to 
remember them,” Corrado says. “That’s what the B-17 
memorial and The American Legion have done.” 

Read more about the American Legion B-17 Veterans 
Memorial Park at www.facebook.com/alp30grantcounty. 


Steve B. Brooks is social media manager for The American 
Legion’s Media & Communications Division. 


Read the full story online: 


&& www.legion.org/honor/241825/its-place-joy 





Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you * 
hear AND see the conversation. 


The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 
to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 





Do you get discouraged when 

you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation — once an important 
part of everyday life — has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said to 
them on the phone, they’re often 
cut off from friends, family, doctors 
and caregivers. Now, thanks to 
innovative technology there Is 
finally a better way. 


A simple idea... made possible 
with sophisticated technology. 
If you have trouble understanding 
a Call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen — 
similar to closed captioning on TV. 
So when you make or receive a 
call, the words spoken to you 

are not only amplified by the 
phone, but scroll across the 
phone so you can listen while 
reading everything that’s said to 
you. Each call is routed through 
a call center, where computer 
technology — aided by a live 
representative — generates 
voice-to-text translations. 

The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and the 
captioning service doesn’t cost 
you a penny. Internet Protocol 
Captioned Telephone Service 

(IP CTS) is regulated and funded 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and is designed 
exclusively for individuals with 
hearing loss. To learn more, visit 
www.fcc.gov. The Hamilton CapTel 
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today? | wanted to 
Say thank you 
for the birthday Card 


Pras 
on a ey tet 


phone requires telephone service 
and high-speed Internet access. 
WiFi Capable. Callers do not 
need special equipment or a 
captioned telephone in order to 
speak with you. 











Finally... a phone 

you can use again. \ 
The Hamilton \ 
CapTel phone is 

also packed 

with features 

to help make 

phone calls i 
easier. The z _ 
keypad has 7 
large, easy to 

use buttons. You 

get adjustable volume 
amplification along with the 
ability to save captions for review 
later. It even has an answering 
machine that provides you with 
the captions of each message. 


Cy 





Abb)» 


“For years | avoided phone 
calls because | couldn't 
understand the caller... 

now | don’t miss a thing!” 


See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 


SEE what 
you've been refund of the product purchase 
missing! price. It even comes with a 


9-year warranty. 


Captioned 
Telephone 


Call now for our special 
introductory price! 


Call now Toll-Free 


1-888-284-9898 


Please mention promotion code 109533. 


The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 
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e Sensitive financial Prat ae 
e All burnable household waste* 
e Old leaves and branches 


STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
is lightweight, durable, and portable 
(it folds for easy storage). 


PERFORATED LID and sidewalls maximize 


airflow and trap embers. rT 
1600° TEMPERATURES Fe J 

mean more thorough 
burning with less ash. 


* Always check local 
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Call for FREE Information Kit 
and Factory-Direct et es 


Statu 
Half Dollar 


F Gi. FSS” 


Buy the 1986 Statue of ae half dollar 
proof at a sale price and get a FREE 
modern U.S. proof set! This first and most 
subscribed U.S. copper-nickel half dollar 
is now three decades old and a $12 value. 
Act now and we'll include a free modern 
proof set. Both: $10.95 (#45843). 3 sets: 
$29.85 ($9.95 each). Limit 3 per household. 
30-Day No-Risk Money-Back Guarantee. 
NO ON-APPROVAL COINS SENT. 
International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5764, Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 
www.iccoin.com/n5764 
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THE GREAT 1 VAR LOC QO 
Editor’s note: Throughout the Great 
War’s centennial, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish excerpts from the 
letters of D.B. “Bernard” Ryan of Albion, 
N.Y., who served as an Army infantry 


officer and helped found American 
Legion Sheret Post 35 in 1919. 
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‘The final test of our nation’ 


AMERICAN E.F., FRANCE, JULY 22, 1918 


My very dear mother, 

Surely somebody is profiting when we read the splendid reports which come to 
us in the newspapers during the last two or three days and which | venture to say 
you are receiving in more detail from the New York Times than we are here. We do 
miss the Times. In fact, until two or three days ago | have hardly read a newspaper 
since sailing. Today | have read a very glorious summary of achievement by our 
vanguard and it is certainly encouraging. 

Cousin Tessie writes that she is doing more knitting for me. Please have her store 
what she has finished until | need it. It is beautiful but | have enough of it and they 
made us cut our kits down to 50 Ibs. As to sending me anything in general, don’t try 
it, but | would like some Imperial Cube cut and a lot of it. It is the only pipe tobacco 
that pleases me and it does not ruin my throat. We can now get, through canteens, 
American tobacco, cigarettes of the ordinary variety. Necessarily | smoke much 
more than formerly. It seems to be a part of the life. 

| was very careful in the few letters | did write you on the boat and since landing, 
not to give any names of places, etc. As | read them, it is quite permissible to say to 
you that | was in England for a brief time. | saw Westminster Abbey, Whitechapel 
district, the Tower Bridge, the life guards, Buckingham Palace and the new Victoria 
Monument, took a tour about Hyde Park and up through Regent Street in a taxi. 
| also visited Canterbury Cathedral with its crumbling and musty crypt and the 
tomb and scene of the murder of Thomas A. Becket. We attended vespers in both 
Canterbury and Westminster. | also saw the Martello towers, built to repel the 
invasion of Napoleon and never used because he turned back and soon after came 
Austerlitz. Massive fortifications of another age which could be easily battered 
down with one of the modern shells, the effects of many of which | have since seen. 

| have been up to the very front in a certain sector for instruction and observation 
only. | would like to tell you the troops that | was with so that you would know 
exactly to whom | refer when | speak of their splendid fighting spirit, and especially 
their great democracy. | would give more than | possess to have all of our officers 
and men instilled with that spirit and as much again to get the real sense of it back 
home. However, the true insight probably would never come to many even if they 
had the chance to get it because of their own selfishness or short-sightedness or 
lack of earnestness in their work. Don’t regard me as pessimistic because | speak as 
just above. | really feel that many of us are getting real value out of the experience. 
My only hope now is that in spite of the great terror of the thing and the great 
sacrifice we are all making, you most of all, that the war will last long enough for us 
all to learn. It is the final test of our nation, or our manhood. We are glad we are in it. 


Your son, D. Bernard Ryan 


BREATHE EASIER. 


While traditional COPD treatments only 
relieve the symptoms, our cellular therapy 
harnesses your body’s natural ability to 
promote healing. 
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More people choose the Lung Health Institute to treat their chronic inflammatory lung 
diseases than any other provider in the nation. Here’s why: 


>» The Joint Commission Accredited 


4 — 
FIND RELIEF FROM: >95% Paver pateiacuen 
>» Board-Certified Physicians 
COPD >No Downtime 
Chronic Bronchitis > 85% of Patients Find Improvement’ 


Emphysema 

If you've been diagnosed with a lung disease and 
are looking for alternative treatment options to 
harness your body’s natural ability to promote 
healing, give us a call today. We will schedule your 
Pulmonary Fibrosis free consultation to determine if our cellular therapy 
Sarcoidosis treatment is right for you. 


And other chronic _.::. ‘T% Rie Call 1-866-755-0320 
CTL Els ae ea for a free consultation or visit 
Tn eee eee psy Sai tare theLungHealthInstitute.com 


Bronchiectasis 


Interstitial Lung Disease 


LUNG HEALTH 
INSTITUTE 


* Every patient is given a Patient Satisfaction Survey shortly after treatment. Responses to the 11-question 
survey are aggregated to determine patient satisfaction with the delivery of treatment. 
CALL TO DYNA ve) >) * Quality of Life Survey data measured the patient’s self-assessed quality of life and measurable quality of 
improvement at three months. 


YOU =] ae 3 E CONSU LTATION The treatments, claims, and other information contained in this advertisement have not been evaluated or 


approved by the FDA. Individuals are encouraged to speak with his or her primary physician for treatment 
suggestions and conclusive evidence. 
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CAREERS 
Tell your 
career story 


Whether writing your résumé, 
LinkedIn profile, job-search letters, 
or other career communications, 
NT your goal is to tell your career 

NI story as you want it to be known. 
What does that mean? Consider 
the following example for 
someone transitioning from a military to a civilian career. 

The candidate served in Air Force for 15 years, 
advancing through increasingly responsible leadership 
positions in ordnance training for troops deployed 
worldwide. Suppose the candidate had the opportunity 
to pursue one of three different career paths: 
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Photo courtesy Post 74’s Centennial Celebration page 


Objective 1: Staff traini iti ith a def ee 

= Objective 1: Staff training position with a defense : z 

contractor, where knowledge in training related Post 74, Wright City, Okla. 
specifically to ordnance and explosives is the most 


important thing to showcase. Since 1935, the year it received its initial charter, 


William Wright American Legion Post 74 has sponsored 
the Little Cheyenne, one of the oldest continuously 
running rodeos in the state. The rodeo was founded in 
1933 and is held every July. 

On its Centennial Celebration page online, Post 74's 
timeline includes decades of advertisements and 
posters for the event. 


= Objective 2: Mid-level managerial position in 
distribution, transportation or supply chain management, 
where the most important thing is the candidate’s 
expertise in ordnance, explosives and other sensitive 
materials. 


= Objective 3: Staff training position in a new industry 

(manufacturing, technology or automotive), where their 
expertise in training, development, instructional SHARE YOUR POST’S LEGACY 
materials and related skills matter the most, and 


Upload stories, photos and videos of your post's history 
ordnance does not matter at all. 


on the Legion’s Centennial Celebration website. 
This candidate’s résumé would differ widely based on € www.legion.org/centennial 


the specific jobs and/or companies being targeted. What 
they would write, how they would write it, what skills and 
qualifications they would showcase, and what the résumé peo 
would look like visually would vary significantly. GI Bill and study 9a broad 

Objective 1 requires an equal emphasis on both 
training and ordnance. Objective 2 needs the focus 
primarily on ordnance. Objective 3 demands a keen 
emphasis on training. This process is known as 
“reweighting,” to put the greatest attention on the 
information that matters most to each candidate’s 
current career goals. 

Once you've identified your objective and clarified the 
skills, qualifications and more that you want to highlight, 





Q: / registered for a study-abroad 
class for a degree in international 
business from my university. | was told 
by the university that VA will pay all 

my tuition and fees, since |am 100 
percent eligible for Post-9/11 GI Bill 
Chapter 33 benefits. Does that include 





you're ready to write. Don't forget to: Aaa My airfare and other incidentals for 

= Showcase achievements, projects, honors, awards and this class? 

other successes. A? VA will not pay for airfare, lodging, meals or any 

# Write tight, lean and clean to keep your message third-party fees. If the study-abroad class is required, VA 
on point. _ will pay for fees that are specifically required for the 

m Eliminate unnecessary and irrelevant information. class. If the university charges a flat rate, it must break 

m Integrate keywords that support your objective. down the airfare, meals and lodging. If the university 


does not break down the fees, it should not charge VA 


= Create a visually appealing presentation. 
any fees related to that class. 


Wendy Enelow is co-author of “Modernize Your Résumé: Get Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of 
Noticed ... Get Hired” and “Expert Résumés for Military-to- American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 
Civilian Transitions.” askvalerie@legion.org 
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America’s ORIGINAL Own an ATV or Tractor? 


MOW WHILE YOU RIDE... 





Walk-Behind Brush Mower! 


The DR® Field and Brush Mower _,’_ 
Just got even better— —_ 










Up to 20 HP and 
34"-wide cut for faster mowing! 


ENGINEERED 


IS 


New power steering Sino? 
for turn-on-a-dime ease! 


Reduced — 





IS 


by up to $500! 


Io including 


PTO and tow-behind models 
for tractors and ATVs. *Assembled in the USA using 


domestic and foreign parts. 


Now Starting at a 
$4499°° Mows and mulches weeds, 


brush, even saplings up to 3" thick! 
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Ta ay 


6 MONTH Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 
Senne TRIAL Eases | %800-731-0257 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. D Rfield brush com 
e 


AMERICA’S == 
Ret., 2nd Ranger 
Infantry Company 
(Airborne), Korean War 

NUMBER ONE STAIRLIFT. . 

AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS THE 

PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: eT 

Y Arthritis/COPD sufferers CALL TODAY TO 


V Those with mobility issues Lm AVE $2 50* 


Vv Anyone who hurts using the stairs 




















Plus receive your FREE stairlift 
buying guide, info kit & DVD! 


CUSTOMER 
Be on NEAT eT M ey VG. 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on a) SP 
refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the & 
manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad when : & F 
calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ——_. 
ACORNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VHO7752300, PAPA101967,CTELV | R BBB. | 
STAIRLIFTS  0425003-R5. , < 





RAPID FIRE 





PERSONAL FINANCE 








FOCUS ON My wife and | are cut froma emotional decisions are your enemy. Establish a strategy that 
FINANCES different cloth when it comes to will blunt the emotional impact of a big decision. It could be a 
decision-making. After a quick weeklong cooling-off period before a big purchase, a 
assessment, she’s able to make snap meticulous look at your budget or any technique that helps 
calls that leave me wondering, “How you focus clearly on the benefits and drawbacks of the 
did she just do that?” | feel obligated decision at hand. 
aris to carefully weigh all the variables, @ Crunch the numbers. Big financial decisions can have a 
SEU! options and second-order effects major effect — good or bad - on your day-to-day budget, your 
before making the call. Truth be ability to save and invest and, of course, your debt picture. 
known, I'm a bit of a waffler. However, when it comes to big Don’t make any move without honestly assessing the effect of 
money decisions, there’s beauty in both our approaches. that decision on your balance sheet and cash-flow statement. 


How do you and your spouse make big financial decisions? @ Keep the big picture in mind. | hope you have your own 
Here are six tips that might help you better navigate the next set of short, medium and long-term financial goals. If you 


big decision you face: don’t, that should be your first order of business. That list of 
H Do it together. In marriage, success hinges on good prioritized goals can be the ammunition you need to combat 
communication. If something big is under consideration — a a poor financial decision. Just ask yourself a simple question: 
job change, house purchase, major investment — the process Will this move jeopardize the attainment of our goals? 

should be a joint endeavor. Nothing has the potential to elicit @ Create your decision matrix. By no means sexy, your 

hard feelings, resentment and blame like one spouse taking decision matrix can incorporate many of these tips on a single 
matters into his or her own hands. notecard. By taking the time to evaluate all the criteria related 
# Define what “big” means. Is $50 big? $500? $5,000? to your decision, you could be eliminating much of the 
Depending on where you are in your relationship and your emotion around a decision, creating a time buffer and, of 
financial life, the number can be very different. Defining the course, keeping your goals front and center. 

“big threshold” as a couple will give you guardrails and the Over the years, my wife and | have been able to mesh my 
freedom to act independently without worrying about tendency to overanalyze with her desire to make things 
repercussions. Early in our marriage, big was little, and there happen quickly, and we've found a sweet spot in our decision 
were lots of conversations on purchases we would make today making. Following these tips, | feel confident you and your 
without a second thought. The other day, | bought another partner will be able to work together to hit your stride, too. 
golf club; years ago, that would have required a huddle. 

@ Take emotion out of the mix. Anyone who has been J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
through some sort of sales training understands that emotion American Legion’s preferred provider of financial services. Submit 
is a salesperson’s friend. Find a way to tap the buyer's questions for him online. 

emotion, and you're on the brink of a sale. As a couple, € www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 

ACTIVE DUTY MAGAZINE 


Military metrics share your family’s story 
0.5 Percent of the U.S. population serving of Legion leadership 


on active duty (1.29 million 
es mom As The American Legion readies to kick off its 15-month 


84 Percent of Marine recruits age 20 Centennial Celebration, it is looking for stories of extraordinary 
or younger Legion service by generations of families. 
For example, many families have had two or three generations 
who have served as commanders at the same post, or soouses 
who are currently serving in post leadership roles. Perhaps you 


19 Banentoreniicied Teck whe-conic or someone in your family is serving in a post leadership role 


from impoverished neighborhoods previously filled by other family members. 
To share your family’s story of American Legion service and 


17 _ _‘*‘Percent of enlisted recruits who come leadership, go to www.legiontown.org and select “Family 
from high-affluence neighborhoods History.” Upload a photo as well. 
Submissions will be reviewed by an editor and considered for 
publication on the national website - www.legion.org - and in 
The American Legion Magazine. 


64 Percent of enlisted recruits who come 
from middle-class neighborhoods 


16 Percent of enlisted forces who are 
women 


Sources: Council on Foreign Relations, CNA (2016 data) 
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Two-time Paralympian to 
emcee Minneapolis convention 


Melissa Stockwell, 
a two-time Paralympian 
and former Army officer, 
will be master of 
ceremonies for The 
American Legion’s 100th 
National Convention in 
Minneapolis this month. 


www.legion.org and www.facebook. 
com/americanlegionhg; after the live 
stream, video will be available for 


Events (Eastern time) include: 

@ Color Guard Contests, 5 p.m. Aug. 24 
™@ Band Contest, 1 p.m. Aug. 25 

@ Patriotic Memorial Service, 





Stockwell is a Bronze 11 a.m. Aug. 26 
Star and Purple Heart ™@ General Sessions, Day One, 8 a.m. 
Phovooys®% recipient, and the first Aug. 28 
female soldier to lose a limb in the Iraq ™ General Sessions, Day Two, 8 a.m. 
War. She is a motivational speaker and Aug. 29 


continues to compete in athletic events. 


Follow the convention online Aug. 30 


The convention page on The 
American Legion’s national website 
— www.legion.org/convention 
— includes information and resources to 
prepare attendees for the Legion’s 
biggest annual event, as well as the 
latest stories and news. Several 
convention events will stream live at 


World War I-era quilts on display 

An exhibit by Quilts of Valor -a 
nonprofit organization that conducts 
events with the Legion to make and 
present quilts to veterans — will 
showcase World War I-era quilts during 
the convention. 


W U.S. 


O 
ROLEX  TORNEK-RAYVILLE OMEGA 


WATCHES WANTED § 


YOUR OLD WATCH MAY BE WORTH a 
SO, 000 orn MORESS 


Withee) ay bss 
eee He oiels 


www.webstorm.com 
email: watcheswanted@webstorm.com 


SOM NUT MAMMOTH e mee LIVAi.0 


playback at www.legion.org/legiontv. 


™@ General Sessions, Day Three, 8:30 a.m. 
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5S Vietnam 


War Coins 
Only $9.95 


Here’s What You Get: 
yy Four Vietnam Battle Coins 
yy POW/MIA Tribute Coin 


w FREE Clear Album Pocket Page 
with special holders for your coins 


yw FREE Shipping and Guaranteed 

Delivery! 

Order today and you'll also receive 
special collector’s information and 
other interesting coins on approval. 
Limit of one set 


5 Vietnam War Coins 


W Yes! Send me the 5 Vietnam ! 
War Coins and FREE Pocket Page. ! 
Enclosed is $9.95. Satisfaction! 


guaranteed. Limit one set. 


Quick order at MysticAd.com/PJ105 
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NY State residents ! 

1 Check or money order _add sales tax. | 
_J Visa J MasterCard I 
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1 Please send payment to: 
i: Mystic, Dept. PJ105, 9700 Mill St 
: poomden NY 13316-9111 





COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 





The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 


will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


434th TCG, TFW, ARW / 930th TAG, TFG / 931st 
TCG, TAG, TASG, SOG, TFG, ARG / 71st SOS 
(Bakalar AFB & Grissom ARB, IN), Grissom, 

IN, 8/24-25, Larry Alexander, (812) 372-5643, 
lwalex88@sbcglobal.net; 48th Tact Hosp Sqdn, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, 11/14, Bill Giussi, (831) 
708-4041, bgiussi@sbcglobal.net; 93rd Bomb 
Grp (WWII), Washington, DC, 10/18-21, John 
Marx, (412) 327-1909, 109clearview@gmail.com; 
4638th Support Sqdn, Washington Air Def 
Sector (1961-1966), Maggie Valley, NC, 9/21-23, 
Paul Lainhart, (850) 814-2073, imanole927@att.net; 
AF Test Pilot School, Class 78A, Melbourne, FL, 
10/20-21, Craig Jones, (401) 835-5150, craigrjones@ 
yahoo.com; AF Postal & Courier Assn, Memphis, 
Tenn., 9/5-7, Jim Faulkner, (361) 746-8460; Air 
Rescue Assn, Long Island, NY, 10/17-20, Walt 
Hines, (334) 399-5221, whinesiii@cs.com; Air 
Weather Recon Assn, Savannah, GA, 10/14-18, 
Bob Tuttle, (208) 515-9215, 66tutt@gmail.com; 
HUB 1st Bn 27th Arty, Carlisle, |A, 8/31-9/5, David 
Runnells, (319) 331-3853, gunner18far@gmail.com 


ARMY 


35th LCT/538th Landclearing Co, 
Fredericksburg, TX, 9/16-18, Ed Atkinson, (210) 
763-8284, eda4088@rainierconnect.com; 44th 
Eng Bn, St Robert, MO, 9/19-21, Rex Hurd, (816) 
688-7470, rhurd55@yahoo.com; 106th Inf Div, 
Dayton, OH, 9/5-9, Wayne Dunn, (410) 409-1141, 
waynedunn@comcast.net; 205th MP Co (1971- 
1972), Fort Leavenworth, KS, 9/26, Larry Grebe, 
(574) 546-5553, ldgrebe@gmail.com; 295th Avn 
Co “Cyclones,” Grapevine, TX, 11/10-12, Larry 
Ginder, (682) 351-1658, 295threunion@gmail.com; 
793rd MP Bn, St. Robert, MO, 9/26-30, Diane De 
Rosa, (312) 615-8680, kianahula@aol.com; A Co & 
Others of 3rd Bn 22nd Inf (Vietnam, 1966- 
1967), Washington, 9/4-6, John “Jack” Sweeney, 
(703) 470-2264, sweeneyje@cox.net; Army Sec 
Agency (COMSEC Units), Boston, 9/21-24, Ron 
Draper, (978) 777-1291, rondraper@verizon.net; 
Army Sec Agency (Herzo Base, Germany), 
Buffalo, NY, 9/20-23, Joe Connelly, (856) 939-4690, 
mrcon2@comcast.net; Avel Far North, Central 

& South, Charlotte, NC, 10/18-21, Jack McCabe, 
(847) 778-3473, jmccabe51@gmail.com; B Co 
2/327th Inf 101st Abn (Vietnam, 1968-1970), 
Branson, MO, 9/20-23, Bill Spielman, (402) 
432-0636, bspiel7607@aol.com; B Co 504th MP 
Bn, Pleiku MP Assn, Branson, MO, 10/4-7, Gene 
Petrowski, (443) 402-0500; C 2/12 3rd Bde 4th Inf 
Div (Vietnam, 1966-1967), Branson, MO, 9/18-23, 
Jerry Sneathern, (573) 718-9224, jsneat@gmail. 
com ; G Co Ranger 75th Inf, Deadwood, SD, 9/6-9, 
Ron Olsen, (716) 685-5034, rmc77@hotmail.com 


JOINT 
Bn Landing Team 2/26 - 2nd Bn 26th Mar Rgt 
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Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 


“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 





9th Mar Amphib Bde (DMZ Vietnam, Sept-Oct 
1968), Detroit, 9/14-16, Larry McCartney, (419) 
340-6155, dmzrats@gmail.com; Brady AB (Camp 
Hakata, Japan), Las Vegas, 10/16-18, Gus Cone, 
(253) 820-7116, guscone@msn.com 


MARINES 


1st Bn 3rd Mar (All Eras), Colorado Springs, 


CO, 9/11-16, Don Bumgarner, (562) 897-2437, 
dbumc13usmc@verizon.net; 2nd Topo Co, Pigeon 
Forge, TN, 11/4-8, James Martin, (781) 572-7924, 
topotrooper@aol.com; Btry Adjust 3rd Bn 11th 
Mar, Orlando, FL, 9/19-24, Doug Miller, (402) 
540-9431, dwmiller48@gmail.com; VMFA-115, 
Cleveland, 9/7-9, Patti Kaas, (717) 422-6796, 
kaasfamily4@gmail.com 


NAVY 


Bache DD/DDE 470, Virginia Beach, VA, 9/25-30, 


Paul McKinney, (512) 698-7790, pmckinney615@ 
gmail.com; Bryce Canyon AD 36, Charleston, 

SC, 10/7-10, Bruce Campbell, (408) 729-6088, 
ad36bc@gmail.com; Casa Grande LSD 13, 
Pittsburgh, 9/24-28, Robert Moody, (724) 452- 
7065, mowedge@zoominternet.net; Chikaskia 
AO 54, Daytona Beach, FL, 9/30-10/5, Bob Grant, 
(352) 753-7552, bobgrant1942@gmail.com; Emory 
S. Land AS 39, Pigeon Forge, TN, 8/27-31, John 
Martin, (301) 697-2803, jmmartin622@yahoo.com; 
Halsey Powell DD 686, Eugene, OR, 9/26-30, 
Richard Kinslow, (541) 689-3877, rgbeav@aol.com; 
Hopewell, San Antonio, 10/1-5, Doug Greybeal, 
(417) 589-0244, douggraybeal@aol.com; Klondike 
AD/AR 22, Nashville, TN, 9/7-10, Dennis Case, (309) 
299-0275, dennislcase@gmail.com; Leary DD/ 
DDR 879, Portland, Maine, 10/14-18, Al Redden, 
(308) 530-1284, alshr@allophone.com; Mahan 
DD 364/DLG 11/DDG 42 & 72, Long Beach, CA, 
9/19-23, Gary White, (713) 501-7823, gankintx@ 
comcast.com; Montague AKA 98, Phoenix, 
9/16-19, Stan Coito, (559) 287-3464, stan_coito@ 
yahoo.com; Pompon SSR 267, Wilmington, NC, 
10/16-18, John Ryder, (919) 596-4180, oktip@aol. 
com; Radford DD/DDE 446, Rapid City, WV, 9/12- 
16, Chuck Parsons, (304) 927-0094, ussradford@ 
gmail.com; Ranger CVA/CV 61, Phoenix, 10/3-7, 
Kevin Haegele, (480) 543-0980, khaegele@cox. 
net; San Diego CL 53/AFS 6, T-AFS 6 & LPD 22 
Air Dets, Norfolk, VA, 5/23-25, Walter Cox, (330) 
262-7667, wvcox915@aol.com; Saufley, Branson, 
MO, 9/10-15, Richard Bonnett, (301) 674-0181, 
richardleobonnett@gmail.com; Savannah AOR 
4, Myrtle Beach, SC, 10/21-26, Ray Heinrich, (252) 
715-3132, aor4ray@yahoo.com; Sylvania AFS 2, 
Norfolk, VA, 9/6-9, John Pierce, (517) 927-3312, 
piercesylvania@gmail.com; Telfair APA 210, 
Albuquerque, NM, 9/30-10/3, Jim Rosenow, (501) 
915-8288, jfrosenow@gmail.com; Tortuga LSD 
26/46, Norfolk, VA, 9/17-21, Mike Horvath, (973) 
728-1852, smartusal@verizon.net; Walke DD 723, 
San Diego, 9/18-23, Gene Hansen, (828) 883-7231, 
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memberships by their posts. This does not 
include amember’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


gbhansen1040@gmail.com; Willard Keith DD 
775, Providence, RI, 10/14-17, Mike McHenry, (757) 
813-5320, mmchenry@tmmg.us.com 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 
Post 1, MI: Peter Petroff 


IN SEARCH OF 


3rd Sqdn 8th Cav Abn (Mannheim, Germany, 
1963), Jack Holmes, (712) 364-3425, jjh@ 
longlines.com 

12th TRS (Tan Son Nhut Base, Saigon, Vietnam, 
1971-1972), Tony Bowerman, (419) 304-7124, 
tony@bowermanfinancial.com 

45th Finance Section (Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, 1972-1977), Sam Pierce, (610) 207- 
2021, samuelj.pierce@yahoo.com 

47th Cbt Support Hosp/Mobile Amb Surg Hosp 
(Fort Lewis, WA, 1970-1974), Marten Borg, 
(951) 751-6556, mborg3rd@aol.com 

54th Bn Avn Section (Nha Trang, Vietnam, 
1969-1970), Bobby Lolley, (334) 464-5801, 
brlolley@live.com 

591st Eng Co (Vietnam, 1966-1972 & Sappers, 
2007-2014), Ken Kiel, (414) 529-7731, kcconst@ 
Wi.rr.com 

592nd Sig Co (Berlin Cmd, Germany, 1965- 
1967), Jesse Rodriguez, (773) 426-7556, jesse. 
rod@comcast.net 

595th Eng Co (Vietnam, 1966-1970), Ken Kiel, 
(414) 529-7731, kcconst@wi.rr.com 

1838th EIS (Clark AB, 1971-1972), Leroy Bieber, 
(570) 428-5718, leroyjan69@windstream.net 

3345th CES (Chanute AFB, Rantoul, IL, 
1979-1981), Jeff Hughes, (815) 673-8681, 
j_hughes79@yahoo.com 

3501st Pilot Tng Sqdn (Reese AFB, TX, 1968), 
Bob Brook, (239) 732-6289, chum34@gmail.com 

Amphion AR 13 (1948-1952), Albert Kuiper, (727) 
842-1014 

A Trp 3rd Sqdn 8th Cav Abn (Mannheim, 
Germany, 1963), Jack Holmes, (712) 364-3425, 
jjh@longlines.com 

B Co 8th Army Signal Long Lines (Taegu, Korea, 
Jul 1965-Jan 1967), R. Joseph Rettig, (513) 
891-7244, jrettig@cinci.rr.com 

B-36 UITG FOB Xuyen Moc (Vietnam, 1971- 
1972), John O'Neill, (218) 885-1335, joneill@ 
roadrunner.com 

C Btry 552nd AAA Bn 7th Army Div (Gerseuski 
Bks, Karlsruhe, Germany, 1953-1957), 
Gualberto Hernandez, (469) 202-7209, 
gualbertohernandez@att.net 

Co 513 (NTC San Diego, Aug-Oct 1965), Allen 
Throm, palal6872@gmail.com 

Fit 4591 BMT (Sampson AFB, 1955), Jim 
Sheridan, (618) 588-3649, jimsheridan37@ 
charter.net 

K Co 179th Inf Rgt 45th Div Wpns Pit 60 mm 
Mortars (Korea, Oct 1951-Oct 1952), Hugh 
Burns, (310) 670-4459 








TAPS 








Harold D. Burson, Dept. of Louisiana. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2002-2003, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 


2009, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1999- 


2000 and 2003-2011, and Nat’l Americanism 
Cmsn. Memb. 2011. 

William L. Ciciotte, Dept. of Maine. Nat'l Vice 
Cmdr. 1995-1996, Dept. Cmdr. 1980-1981, Nat’! 
Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1988-1990, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 1990-1995, Nat’l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Chmn. 1978-1979, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1996-1997, Nat'l 
Legis. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1991-1992 
and 1994-1995, Nat’l Public Relations Cmsn. 


Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1990-1993, Nat’l Veterans 


Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Exec. Section Memb. 
1988-1990, Nat’l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 


Cmsn. Region 1 Memb. 1980-1981, Nat'l 
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Region 1 

Vice Chmn. 1981-1982, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cmsn. Region 1 Chmn. 1982-1983 and 
Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1993-1994. 

Donald E. Dahl, Dept. of Oregon. Dept. Cmdr. 
2001-2002, Nat'l Security Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1997- 
2013 and Nat’! Security Cncl. Memb. 2013-2014. 

Terry D. Lewis, Dept. of Pennsylvania. Nat’! 
Vice Cmdr. 2001-2002, Dept. Cmdr. 2000-2001, 
Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Chmn. 2003-2004, 
Nat’l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2004-2005, 
Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Chmn. 2002-2003, Nat’l Media 
& Comm. Cmsn. Nat'l Cmdr.’s Rep. 2013, Nat’ 
American Legion Magazine Cmsn. Nat'l Cmdr.’s 
Rep. 2005-2013, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Memb. 1995- 
2001 and Nat’! Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1986-1995. 


COMRADES 


W.M. McLaughlin, Dept. of South Carolina. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1994-1995, Nat’l Distinguished 
Guest Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1980-1983, Nat’l Sec. 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1991-2013 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. 
Memb. 2013-2018. 

Robert M. Summitt, Dept. of Tennessee. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1959-1960, Nat’l Emblem Cmte. Memb. 
1960-1968, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1968-1970, 
Nat’l Finance Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1968- 
1970, Nat’l Law & Order Cmte. Memb. 1958-1959 
and Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1956-1957 and 1958-1959. 

June T. Swearengin, Dept. of Colorado. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1993-1994 and Nat'l Distinguished Guest 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1988-1993. 





HONOR HIS PAST. 


SECURE HER FUTURE. 













_ Including The 
' American Legion in 
@ your estate plans is 
one of the simplest 

ways to make a 

lasting impact on 

the lives of both 
veterans and future 
’ generations. 


For more information: plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 | legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 |Legal Name: American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St. | P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 





DOG TAGS 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


| FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
’ TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
- VETS SUPPLY LINE 
~/> 10550 CO RD 81, #218 
JAC MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
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CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


THE HORSE 
STIRS 


Created by renowned sculptor 
Douwe Blumberg, creator of 
“America’s Response Monument” 
1m] c0l0 a0 4=)cem- lee miar-liele-lenla 
the recent horse soldier film. 


Two gallery-quality bronze 
editions available for purchase 
www.douwestudios.com 
805 573-3564 


HAT PINS « MEDALS e 

e FREE COLOR CATALOG 

e 2500+ Military Designs 

e Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

e Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

e Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


HONORS 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 
P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 


BUCKLES ¢ PATCHES.- 
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PARTING SHOTS 


Change is hard. Have you ever tried to bend a coin? 


I GET plenty of exercise - jumping to 
conclusions, pushing my luck and 
dodging deadlines. 


WHY DON’T calculus majors throw 
house parties? Because you should 
never drink and derive. 


TWO MEN were sitting in a bar. One 
suddenly turned to the other and said, 
“See that guy over there? Don’t you think he looks 
just like me?” 

The man went over to his doppelganger and 
said, “Excuse me, but I couldn’t help noticing that 
you're a dead ringer for me.” 

“Youre right!” the other man said. 

“Where are you from?” 

“Charlestown.” 

“Me too!” 

“Which street?” 

“Kilfoyle Road.” 

“Kilfoyle? That’s incredible! That’s my road too. 
What number?” 

“LO. 

“Me too! What are your parents’ names?” 

“Joe and Kitty.” 

“What? Unbelievable! So are mine!” 

About that time, the bartenders changed shifts. 
“Anything happening?” the new bartender asked. 

“Not really,” the old bartender answered. “The 
Smith twins are drunk again.” 





“Future baristas — excuse me, barristers...” 
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“Hold on. | have to take this.” 





“Some of his Facebook friends are contesting the will.” 


NOTHING RUINS a Friday more than the 
realization that it’s actually Tuesday. 


A MAN tried to sell his dog to a neighbor. “This is 
a talking dog,” he said, “and he’s yours for $5.” 

“T don’t believe you,” the neighbor replied. 
“There’s no such thing as a talking dog.” 

Just then, the dog looked up dolefully and said, 
“Please buy me, sir. This man has been cruel to 
me. He never takes me for a walk, he buys me the 
cheapest dog food and he makes me sleep in the 
garage. He doesn’t realize what a special dog I am. 
I swam the Atlantic two years ago, and I went to 
the North Pole the year before that.” 

“Wow!” the neighbor exclaimed. “You were 
right! This dog can talk! So why are you selling 
him so cheap?” 

The owner replied, “Because I’m sick of his lies.” 


“A NEW REPORT says that the U.S. military is 
running out of bombs. As of now, the Pentagon is 
down to 100 bunker busters and six copies of ‘The 
Emoji Movie.’” — Conan O’Brien 


AS SEENIN Forbes INVESTING IN GOLD 


2018 EXCLUSIVE VAULT RELEASE 
ee BUFFALO 24K Kcoun 










mivinese NOMEN a a 


=; a. _ a a — a 
F . R za" | | 4 i . ; ie ” S 3 i ra | ™\ \ ow ] 
Be, Be. y 1 a Bt ‘\ ) | i y¥ 


ORDER YOURS LODAY! OR IME GOLD~ 
ar ae ei Be 
v pu TORENT CORI (ca a Issued US Legal Tender Ee 


Code: SECRET1808 


‘ UNITED STATES PRECIOUS METALS FORMALLY ANNOUNCES THE EXCLUSIVE 
FINAL RELEASE OF 2,000 U.S. GOVERNMENT ISSUED $5 GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES BELOW DEALER COST. 


2018 2018 
‘$3 GOLD A $1 SILVER 


AMERICAN (A+) & AMERICAN 
EAGLES —’® EAGLES 
| _ AS LOW As BBB AS eae 
Dil J W 16° 


MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS 





ORDERS WILL BE FILLED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. 
Re aoa: DELAY - Seale A ats Oe ey ee AL Anee)) ee lid 


VAULT CODE AL1808 


no, EREEW BE 1-966-810-6361 
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STRETCH TWILL 


JEANS ~~ 


Great jeans style & comfort... in a dressier polyester twill fabric! I 
Traditional five-pocket styling including a coin pocket, plus I 
our famous, forgiving Fit-Forever® waist that adds 4 extra i 
l 
[ 


per pair 
when you 
OU ar 


inches where you need it most! Machine wash/dry. Imported. 
Regular: 32-44 (even sizes) $21.99 
SAVE on 2 or more! $19.99 ea. | 
Big Men: 46-56 (even sizes) $27.99 I 
SAVE on 2 or more! $25.99 ea. | 
Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 


Call Now! 1-800-742-2263 
OR Shop at Haband.com 
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HEATHER 


Address 
Visa City & State 


LIMC Phone/Email 2 
L1Discover® | enclose $ purchase price, & only $989 shipping & handling for 
LIAmEx my entire order. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the following 
LiCheck states: CA, CO, FL, GA, LA, MA, MN, NJ, PA, RI, VT, WA, WI, & WV. 


WHAT | WHAT | HOW 
WAIST?|INSEAM?|MANY? 
NAG Ee ek 


MEDIUM BLUE 

{Xe a 
GREY HEATHER [a 
BLUE HEATHER | 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or Full Refund of merchandise purchase 
price up to 90 days after receipt. 


etme 


*Valid on standard shipping for areas 
served by the US Postal Service. 


CT Check for Protection 


Plus! (X96) 


Expedites replacement of items 
lost in transit. Add $2.95 to 


5A | 
1 
6d. 


l protect your entire order. 
I When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your 


account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 





